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Faulkner, William The Mansion 
Random House. Nov. 13, 1959. 436p. $4.75. (III) 
With The Mansion William Faulkner completes the 
trilogy begun with The Hamlet and continued The 
Town: trilogy which recounts the rise the Snopes 
clan from sharecropper’s shack synthetic antebellum 
mansion. What the author has given the three 
novels series variations his favorite theme: 
the decline the plantation aristocracy the South 
and the rise the poor white, the “red-neck,” 
position power and influence: power and influence 
based upon money and sharp business practices, rather 
than upon the old aristocratic virtues, honor, pride, and 
responsibility. 

Flem Snopes the prototype his family and the 
new money aristocracy. Certainly one the most un- 
pleasant characters all the novels Faulkner, novels 
which abound people who are something less than 
charming, Flem finally gets his “come-uppance” 
The Mansion, when betrayed the girl who has 
passed his daughter for many years, and mur- 
dered another Snopes, Mink that ilk, with 
primitive sense justice which runs counter the 
prevailing Snopesian ethic. frequently true 
the Mississippi novelist’s fiction, there something 
the inevitability Greek tragedy here, something 
the handling revenge the tragedies John 
Webster. 


Regular readers Faulkner will find The Mansion 
all the author’s old strengths and weaknesses. the 
debit side must listed the typically infuriating chron- 
ological puzzle which here elsewhere makes story 
line exceptionally difficult follow; and there the 
author’s presumption that the reader familiar with 
the characters and with the tangled genealogy Yok- 
napatawpha County; and there are the strangely un- 
grammatical sentences which subjects, main verbs, 
and objects are carefully concealed from view. But all 
the good things are present too. recognize again 
the magnificent portraits humanity: 
better than bestial, often pitiful, often contemptible, 
often ugly and terrifying; but just often glorious, 
honorable, striving for decency and the things the 
spirit. One feels The Mansion all the best 
Faulkner that here novelist who knows and under- 
stands the human condition, who has great and abid- 
ing love for people, people they are. 


manifestly unfair attach the “regional” label 
Faulkner and let that; but the same time 
impossible divorce his writing the Mississippi 
knows well. Through the pages The Mansion 
run the sympathies and the prejudices man honest- 
striving for answers, man caught the snare 
that dreadful trap which today’s South. Certainly 
all the novelists the region demonstrates his 
pages the most complete evidence the regional guilt 
which has touched all thinking Southerners, that guilt 
which part and parcel the Southern inheritance. 


Faulkner one our greatest humorous writers—in 
the “frontier” tradition Mark Twain. this, his 
most recent, novel there one his finest, most suc- 
cessful, efforts humorist: the magnificently vulgar 
(not obscene!) description the political downfall 
that arch scoundrel Senator Clarence Egglestone 
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Snopes. would have delighted Chaucer; and 
most certainly find place future Faulkner 
gies along with the Horses” episode from 
The Hamlet. 


The Mansion not Faulkner his very best; but 
Faulkner and still our most distinguised 
Because the style presents certain difficulties and the 
frankness treatment requires certain sophistica- 
tion the part the reader, this novel, which 
“must” reading for students the American novel and 
specialists, can only recommended for discriminating 


adults. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Wibberley, Leonard The Quest Excalibur 
Putnam. Oct. 16,1959. 190p. $2.50. 


Wild and woolly doings modern England, com- 
pletely bureaucratized under sort Socialism, involve 
the stolidly solid working-class Cibber Brown, whose 
life has been regimented such point that cannot 
even borrow Works Department spade for bit 
private poaching; the recently deceased baronet Sir 
Timothy Bars ;and finally King Arthur himself who has 
returned from Avalon due the need his 
governed people. they ancient Rolls ona 
quest for Excalibur, which solve all troubles, they 
meet the Crown Princess Pamela who, displeased with 
the stringently de-personalizing working conditions 
her current position, has resigned and stolen ‘from the 
palace the truck the American student, Chuck 
minor bard connected with the Arthurian legend. They 
all take refuge convent near the site ancient 
Camelot, convent which about closed since 
cannot conform minor health regulation with 
respect the degree temperature maintained. 


not until both Princess and King have been com- 
mitted lunatic asylum local authorities that the 
Prime Minister discovers the whereabouts the Prin- 
cess and prevent national crisis attempts 
suade her return. Meanwhile Chuck and the 
cess have fallen love and she refuses resume her 
royal status and duties. Chuck then revealed 
possible reincarnation Lancelot and Pam Queen 
Guinevere and lines from old Arthurian lay are 
quoted Arthur persuade them eschew their 
love and return duty with general lessening re- 
fer all result. 


whimsical fantasy and barbed satire the evils 
bureaucratic regimentation, this pleasant little tour 
force entertaining example the power the 
old Arthurian legend stimulate man’s imagination 
even today. The book excellently done and 
recommended reading for all. 


Wohl, Louis Citadel God 
Lippincott. 352p. $4.50. 


Continuing his series novels, begun 1950 and 
based the lives the great saints, this 
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born Commander the Order St. Gregory turns 
now Saint Benedicct who, the 6th Century, be- 
came the Father Western monasticism, the force 
which was carry the light faith through Europe’s 
Dark Ages. The story St. Benedict told obliquely 
following the events the first half the 6th Cen- 
tury the persons Rusticiana, wife Boethius the 
Philosopher and their ward, Peter Salonika, who 
strove obtain power for himself overthrowing the 
Ostrogoth conquerors Italy and win the hand 
Rusticiana 


The story opens Rome with the triumphal entry 
Theodoric, King the Goths, when twelve-year-old 
Peter, incited recriminations which Rusticiana had 
heaped her husband and other Senators, attempts 
assassinate him with stylus, only kicked con- 
temptuously aside. Peter was rescued the young 
Benedictus, then student Rome who became his 
tutor and attempted win him from his ambitions for 
vengeance. search way come closer God 
and not finding that way Rome, Benedict left 
become solitary, later join monastery and then 
found others the hills south Rome. Peter goes 
Athens and then Byzantium for his education, while 
Boethius governs Rome Theodoric’s name only 
imprisoned and killed when avenges Roman 
outbreaks anti-Arianism. 

Returning Rome shortly before death, 
Peter, now agent Byzantium, rescues Rusticiana 
and helps her escape Sicily where she promises him 


love can avenge the death Boethius and the 


enslavement Italy. dies and his daughter 
Amalaswintha becomes first Queen-Regent and then 
Queen the Goths. Peter becomes Ambassador 
Byzantium her court and weaves both the Goths 
and the Romans into network intrigue that 
result the Byzantine conquest Italy and the estab- 
lishment the Exarchate Ravenna. He, course, 
governor under Justinian, post from which 
hopes spring independent rule. Belisarius marches 
Rome which abandoned the Goths, only 
put under later siege. Peter killed while helping 
Rusticiana escape become nun. 


Throughout the story are insertions continuing the story 
the career St. Benedict, showing the founding 
monasteries, the development the rule, his prescience 
coming events, his ability read the hearts men, 
his miracles, the manner which his institution was 
becoming stable force disintegrating world, the 
way which men began cleave that institution 
and finally his death. From time time linked 
events sketchy way but always the picture 
left man God holding himself aloof from the 
surrounding deterioration and doing God’s will 
building this new institution. Sketchy and halting 
many places the story fairly well done and can 
recommended adult readers. 


Chevalier, Haakon 

The Man Who Would God 
Putnam. Oct. 23,1959. 449p. $4.95. (III) 
Biographers, literary historians, and scholars have spent 
much time investigating the journals and letters 
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novelists for help understanding their books. Henry 
James’s Notebooks are immensely helpful his stu- 
dent readers. Some novelists take the material for 
their stories from the lives friends; Morley Roberts’ 
The Private Life Henry Maitland perhaps the 
classic this sort thing, and reviewer 
was deceived for minute recognizing the book 
life George Gissing. 


The Man Who Would God does much the same 
thing: the novel “confessedly has its point departure 
Mr. Haakon Chevalier’s point depar- 
ture, pamphlet accompanying the novel makes 
clear, dates from the time when was professor 
French literature the University California, and 
originates with his friendship with Dr. Robert Opren- 
heimer, who was then one the principal physicists 
engaged this country’s atomic energy program. About 
years later, 1954, when Dr. Oppenheimer’s 
activities came under the scrutiny House 
committee, Mr. Chevalier’s dealings with the 
scientist became very important part the testimony, 
inasmuch the French professor was suspected 
some security agents being Communist hired 
espionage work for the Reds. 


What most impressive about The Man 
Who Would God that one comes away with the 
conviction that the author wants hate all security 
forces like the FBI for unjustified suspicions all 
liberals Communist sympathizers, and that wants 
respect the motives these left-wingers sensi- 
tive, loyal Americans bent establishing peace the 
world. How could wrong for one sympathize 
with the Russian cause time when President Roose- 
velt was active arranging vast lend-lease program 
for the And the evil security forces resided 
their conviction that individual’s conscience must 
made conform all respects with the official posi- 
tion established the bureau chief: “The moment 
man took upon himself make his own private 
decisions what was right and wrong, was 
headed for trouble.” 


The title figure the novel, Dr. Sebastian Bloch, 
brilliant physicist without whom America could never 
have had the atomic bomb during WWII. Although 
the federal authorities want deny him security clear- 
ance, they want the bomb more. But once the riddles 
atomic energy for warfare have been solved, then 
the government promptly challenges Bloch’s loyalty. 
The spy the case, Mark Ampter, first satisfies his 
employers with whatever information can slant 
throw suspicion Bloch; later, becomes good 
friend and. more importantly, fervent admirer the 
scientist. But the bureau chief rejects Ampter’s revised 
impression and accepts only the earlier testimony. In- 
trigue, suspicion, and deceit mark the dealings all 
federal investigators; loyalty his friends and his 
ideals distinguishes Bloch. the end, Dr. Bloch 
overcome the tragic circumstances his dealings 
with the government and the great responsibilities 
his work the atomic project that his private life 
ruined. 


Mr. Chevalier never hesitates describe full the 
physical and emotional details the marriages Bloch 
and Ampter. Throughout the story the happiness and 


280 


stability these marriages vary suit the writer’s 
larger aims: Eve Ampter leaves Mark when she con- 
cludes that his spying wrong, and returns him 
when enters the academic and later the military life; 
Bloch loses his beloved Tanya because the burdens 
his public life first completely change him and then 
him from what had once been happy home 
life. 


Discriminating adults will impressed, not always 
convinced, Mr. Chevalier’s narrative skill and especi- 
ally his persuasive powers. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Brick, John The Strong Men 
Doubleday. 360p. $3.95. 


The Valley Forge winter the Revolutionary War 
the subject this relatively short but very detailed 
historical novel. Before the withdrawal the ragged 
force its winter quarters, Lt. Matthias Hill took 
democratic vote his company, the Highland County 
(N.Y.) Independent Rangers, and result they 
marched home. large part, the company had been 
influenced Matthias’ conviction that the war was 
Boston affair and could not won. Captain Hawk 
Hill, Matt’s father and benevolent despot Deerkill 
Valley, reorganizes the trooop and all back 
December commit themselves “the General’s” 
service for the duration. 


The principal section this story then the struggle, 
the starvation, the work, the foraging necessary hold 
life the battered force. Ultimately comes the drill, 
under the renowned Steuben, and with and because 
the great victory Monmouth. Matt, naturally, 
has meantime come full circle and fired-up optimis- 
tic patriot 


Comparisons Mr. Bricks work with that the late 
Kenneth Roberts are probably inevitable. The imper- 
fect but fair-minded narrator borrowed device, and 
Mr. Brick follows his preceptor even the point where 
the hero fails recognize his true love (although all 
others including the reader do) until the end. Another 
such the treatment historical figures contro- 
versial fashion, although the opportunity here less 
than that Roberts had with Arnold Rogers. Anth- 
ony Wayne the “good general” this version, with 
Steuben the admirable winning factor. “The Gen- 
eral” accepted beyond comment and figures al- 
most not all. The unreliable Charles Lee is, 
course, whipping boy. Some stylistic resemblances 
Roberts can also seen; but Mr. Brick’s style, while 
unobjectionable, lacks some the color and movement 
have made the Maine writer by-word this 
eld. 


few stray bits soldier-talk prevent this generally 
good-mannered novel from being commendable the 
very young; but for older adolescents and adults can 
called good entertainment acceptably written 
fine taste. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Webber, Gordon What End But Love 
Little, Brown. Oct. 26,1959. 425p. $4.75. 


The automobile, more than any other single factor, 
symbolizes the changes which have revolutionized life 
the twentieth century. where were these changes 
more sharply felt than Michigan where almost over 
night, country-side quiet villages and remote farms, 
where Indian arrow heads turned the furrows, 
become region smoke stacks, rows ugly 
produced houses, ribbons super highways. Families 
who had remained for almost century within few 
miles each other, now scattered the cities work 
the auto plants. Farms, they were not swallowed 
industrial housing developments, were left 
the lonely aged. Gordon Webber could 
chosen better place than his own boyhood home near 
Flint, Michigan, set his novel about social change 
effects individuals and families. 


What End But Love continues the story the Hobart 
family who came out from York State homestead 
the Michigan territory Webber’s first novel, The 
Years Eden. Holly Hobart, grandson old 
old man himself Webber’s new novel—an old 
man and the father seven grown children. From 
the hayloft the Hobart farm, which had looked out 
pastoral vista lakes and streams, the smoke 
stacks General Motors are now visible. the 
exception Randall, minister, all five Holly’s 
sons have exchanged the drudgery the farm for the 
high wages and high tensions the auto factories. 
Only once year, Memorial Day, does the family 
gather the farm for annual reunion. Gordon 
Webber uses this Memorial Day picnic introduce his 
characters, one one. 


There old Holly himself, curious contradiction 
man, who loved his children but quarreled bitterly 
with them, who had been once devoted and un- 
faithful husband, who was discouraged with his farm, 
but determined hold against the inroads the 
auto industry. Ripley, the eldest son, whose inventive 
genius has made him administrator one the 
Flint plants lonely man isolated success, nostal- 
gic about the early creative days the industry. Ran- 
dall, too outspoken successful minister, iso- 
lated from the rest the family because cannot 
share their passion for mechanics. John, LaVerne and 
Bart are bitter men who had seen their love for 
machines corroded the mean lives they led 
workers the assembly line. two daughters 
led their own lives quiet desperation. Ella, her 
father’s daughter, has refused for twenty years 
come reconciled with her husband, after she failed him 
his moment defeat. Carrie isolated her own 
intelligence from the sweet, but stupid husband and 
her brood cheerful, stupid children. These 
ters, with their uncles and cousins and in-laws, are the 
people who gather endure one more family reunion 
which turns out the Hobart family’s last. 


For novel which seems about change, Gordon 
Webber’s What End But Love has curiously static 
quality. his other two novels, Years Eden 
and Far Shores there almost progression plot. 
The characters, drawn with such care, are convincing 
enough, but not very profoundly realized and not very 
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moving. The Michigan setting faithfully described, 
but without emotion. For this reviewer least, the 
end Webber’s novel over like 
fine ash. 

Genevieve Casey, 

Detroit Public Library, 

Detroit, Michigan 


Kennedy, Jay Richard Short Term 
World. Nov. 15,1959. 541p. $5.75. (IIb) 

Despite its size this not impressive book. Mr. 
Kennedy has not created novel scope and gran- 
deur”; rather has written, taking six years the 
process, long, slow-moving, frequently tedious novel 
concerning the struggles, financial and marital, one 
Kenneth Preston, fourth-generation member his 
family head New York Boston financial houses. 


The son suicide and idealist, Kenneth Preston 
contemplates quitting the world finance for schol- 
himself directed back into the financial life knows 
well. Subsequently misunderstandings provoke 
marital disharmony, with, last, final albeit im- 
probable resolution the marital conflict and more 
likely one the choice career. Surprisingly enough, 
incidentally, the age differential between husband and 
wife not made source dissatisfaction. 


president Wall Street brokerage firm with 
seat the New York Stock Exchange, Mr. Kennedy 


‘knows intimately the world high finance and specu- 


lation which has placed his hero. Yet this fact 
operates frequently handicap, gives long 
passages explaining financial machinery intrigue. 
Throughout the book there tends too much ex- 
pository extending for pages— 
and insufficient action. 


Added the turgid quality this novel the presence 
several scenes bad taste—specifically the opening 
chapter Part II, recounting excessive detail both 
the intimacies the marriage bed and adultery 
minor character. This and subsequent adulteries 
committed Mr. Kennedy’s protagonist seem purpose- 
less for the plot and add little characterization. 
Minor themes abortion, revenge, alcoholism, sus- 
pected arson, and sexual sterility serve mainly titil- 
late the impressionable reader and, one long scene 
near the end the second part, combine into melo- 
drama. 

Despite these infelicities, Mr. Kennedy times can 
devise lines considerable implication. “Light that 
constant the universe,” writes, “which moral law 
society and love the individual. Without 
each there bedlam and all ceases exist.” But Mr. 
Kennedy’s definition moral law amoral one, 
and love looms largely physical thing. From 
sentence such this might have come novel pos- 
sessing great insight and value its understanding 
things human and divine. has not. 

Running through this novel the symbol the silver 
box, made Paul Revere and given originally 
ancestor the twentieth-century Preston another 
Kenneth remembrance his uniquely Ameri- 
can heritage. goes with the modern Kenneth 
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France during World War II; nearly loses Paris 
during bacchanalian night many years later; and 
accompanies him back America. Yet its fate the 
end unexpected, the implication that fate. 
For his wife, Laurie, “the past held promise 
strength that the present had not delivered”; yet, sur- 
prisingly enough, the novel ends with what appears 
rejection that past. But judgments and values 
are juggled about disturbingly this work. 


Drastically shortened, quickened pace, divested 
its amorality and sensationalism, this might have been 
better novel. Says its protagonist one point, be- 
lieve people who write books honestly perform great 
service, even when their powers are limited.” How 
“honestly” this book was written, only its author can 
say. this reviewer, appears muddled, overwritten, 
melodramatic, contrived, and, times, crudely offen- 
sive. Its value not apparent. 


Johns Phillipson, Ph.D., 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Parker, James Reid 
The Merry Wives Massachusetts 
Doubleday. Sept. 17,1959. 191p. $3.75. 


Winthrop, according Mr. Parker, not bad 
look at—only listen to. She happens 
woman, some say, fate indeed 
feared. For example, apparently all male 
Boston fears Persis. result she finds herself un- 
attached, even the ancient age twenty-four. But 
quite accidentally ,though plausibly, she becomes party 
ocean voyage sponsored her great-aunt, Mrs. 
Benjamin Langham Forbes Minturn. thereby 
hangs the tale. 


Mrs. Minturn character any sense) whose 
family name, wealth ,and personality have combined 
make her Boston tradition. Quite conforming 
that tradition, she gathers herself the lesser relatives 
—in this case her meek sister Priscilla and her cousin 
Lutie, well course her great-niece Persis. All 
are drafted for the voyage Mrs. Minturn feels she her- 
self needs. The vessel chosen for the honor Danish 
freighter, the Anny Jensen, which calculated pro- 
vide “leisurely, pleasant, inexpensive” voyage. What 
not calculated the damage that four Bostonian 
women can the perfectly normal crew per- 
fectly normal Danish freighter. 

For Mrs. Minturn herself, the trip becomes emanci- 
pation from the ministrations her new cook, 
hopelessly unsatisfactory her previous ones. For 
her sister Priscilla, ship too small carry doctor 
presents all kinds possibilities, most which could 
better met veterinarian. For cousin Lutie, there 
the discovery that Danes—even seagoing Danes— 
can have love for music rivalling her own. For Persis, 
there is—well—naturally, romance. 

This story which might called cute the best 
modern sense the term. refreshingly free 
“significance” and thoroughly peopled with beguilingly 
quaint humanity. Nevertheless each individual char- 
acter, including members the crew, marvelously 
distinct member that lost race. The plot simplicity 
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itself, yet served with generous spice humor 
the flavor which will seldom evoke outright 
laugh, but may pleasantly succeed drawing many 
pair lips into 191-page smile. short, Mr. Parker 
has produced commendable piece light reading 
embodying that indefinable quality call charm. For 
both conception and execution would sad if, 
among today’s writers, does not strike least few 


ohn Pugh, 


Baltimore, Maryland 


Walker, Augusta Midwest Story 
Dial. Nov. 5,1959. 506p. $4.95. (IIa) 

This novel tells the story the four Curtis children— 
Penny, Sue, Enid and live with their 
widowed mother midwestern college town. Al- 
though the father the family died suddenly middle 
age, was successful business man, and his family 
are adequately provided for. When the narrative be- 
gins, Penny naive, romantic college girl. She soon 
marries Don Crecy, whom she believes mature, 
poised, well-to-do business manager. After the mar- 
riage Penny and Don live Detroit, and the 
novel now focuses Sue. Sue overweight, plain- 
looking girl, who hard and cynical. She assumes 
that man could interested marrying her, 
she carries loose, independent manner. Even- 
tually Sue meets Ivan, serious, intelligent student, 
who interested The two young 
people fall love, but quarrel shortly before their 
scheduled wedding. Sue realizes that Ivan 
not going marry her, she has breakdown, and from 
then lives semi-helpless condition, dependent 
her mother’s care. 

Enid, the third the Curtis children analyzed, 
shy, reticent librarian. After time she attempts 
broaden her social contacts and works the univer- 
sity’s science department. first her contacts with 
men are failures, but after Domenico, young kitchen 
handyman awakens her some the possibilities 
love, she marries lonely, prosaic chemical engineer 
named Otto Spangler. Enid gradually becomes nerv- 
ous, unhappy shrew. 

Mark, the family’s only son, goes Paris prepare for 
career pianist. There meets Erica, unfor- 
tunate waif, and lives with her. Penny, whose mar- 
riage Don Crecy has ended divorce, goes Paris, 
meets Mark, who confirms her the realization that 
life difficult struggle and that existence far from 
being sheltered honeymoon. 

her latest book Augusta Walker has written leisure- 
but sobering account dreams versus reality, 
people who must struggle and fight for something, un- 
like others who are just “taken care nature.” 
the Curtis children were overly sheltered sleepy 
Midwestern town, which protected them from the 
harsh realities life. the children out the 
world and face its difficulties, two them—Sue and 
Enid—crack under the pressure, but the other two, 
Penny and Mark, formed sterner qualities, bravely 
face life’s frustrations and disappointments and win 
through understanding themselves and the 
world about them. This moral presented for the 
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most part thoughtful fashion; and the reader can 
patient with the Victorian pace the story, will 
feel that, general, the novel worthwhile and re- 
warding. There some imbalance that the story 


dwells too much Penny; hence feel that 


not quite know Mark and Enid. Some the episodes 
e.g., Domenico’s tender soothing Enid, are ridiculous 
and unbelievable, and there too much conversation, 
which simply marks time and adds nothing the 
movement. Despite these weaknesses there the ring 
truth; the narrative interesting for the most part, 
and the novel produces mood valuable meditation, 
sit close the stage and listen the eternal note 
sadness stirring our ears. 

Paul Doyle, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Christie, Robert The Trembling Land 
Doubleday. Oct. 288p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The dust jackets novels have long served bill- 
boards acclaiming their products. all too often, 
they unwarrantedly promise “distinguished” novels. 
Here, for welcome change, product worthy its 
advertisement. 


distinguished its plot—the portrayal lifelong 
fear can harry the soul brave man; distin- 
guished its characterization—the thoroughly explored 
and believably presented relationship between bache- 
lor cowhand-rancher the old west (1880) and 
“son” acquires infant orphan and raises 
genuine manhood; distinguished its language, both 
descriptive and conversational. would certainly have 
excited the respect Bret Harte. 

Ike Canton, the hero, invites trouble from the start 
forestalling the lynching innocent negro. This 
entails wounding his employer, Hank Stormont, and 
leads lifelong pursuit for revenge the part 
that psychotic individual. Successfully interwoven 
the growth the boy, his falling love, and the effect 
all both Canton and his eventual showdown 
with Stormont. 


Mr. Christie can turn facile phrase and, judging 
his indulgence, enjoys doing. Take his description 
the hero’s courage, which was “clean and plain 
had been the horse-trumpets gathering voice their 
brass throats bay the daystar, challenging the sun 
uncover what could.” You can fight it, but that 
writing! take the hero’s reaction the oily banker 
who would foreclose with one hand while extending 
the other “fellowship.” “I’ve wore (the hand 
fellowship) around throat long reckon don’t 
know how shake it. Why, I’ve even learned how 
swallow past it. Now ain’t that quite trick for 
old fellow?” What might considered florid the 
former is, the pages turn, more than offset the 
pungency the latter. Like scalpel-wielding surgeon, 
Mr. Christie makes dialogue deftly characterize, then 
conform and confirm character. 

For our personal taste reader, there too much 
description; and, could one man create it, would 
have enjoyed double the dialogue. The description 
palls both its seeming sameness and its prolonged 
intrusion into otherwise suspenseful scenes which, 
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purposefully calculated artifice, serves un- 
worthy purpose. the other hand, must ad- 
mitted with envy that the description is, without notice- 
able exception, creatively suggestive the geography 
the locale and its effect the people subjected it. 


The classification indicated entirely reflection the 
dialogue, which marvelously enough true char- 
acter part unfit for some ears. Normal adults 


should find problem. 
John Pugh, 


Baltimore, Maryland 


Pearson, William Fever the Blood 
St. Martin Press. Oct. 28, 1959. 333p. $4.50. (IIb) 


The fever this candid novel politics, and the fever 
gets into the blood wide variety men from 
satraps senators, who might just well from the 
backyards any us, real does Mr. Pearson make 
them act. This one those novels that takes the 
mask off politics and reveals that profession its rawest 
state, contest for power among men who, win 
success, must just ruthless any business man 
reporter soldier diplomat. 

true that the writer novel will deliberately 
choose series events heighten his theme, and 
that done here, but nonetheless other form 
literature propaganda can present theme, which 
would normally repellent, well can novel. 
For the novel can associate these events with the human 


and mix the human egos and weaknesses with 


the varying attractive qualities the same human 
way that history books usually deem too subjective. 
The muck-raking type writing too didactic re- 
veal this human element. And, course, writer can 
put things novel that libel laws would not permit 
non-fiction account. So, with the help novel 
the reading electorate might well recognize traits its 
own representatives, even itself. 

Mr. Pearson has certainly formed novel that reveals 
set interesting politicians. These men are too real 
cast simply types. But perhaps could note 
that has included the old-time organization man 
with the captivating powers medicine man, the up- 
and-coming district attorney determined capitalize 
his success notorious trial, the young political 
aide who discovers the pettiness politics his great 
horror. the honest trial judge, however, who rep- 
resents better side politics and, perhaps, the au- 
thor’s hopes. The judge lacks the over-powering desire 
win all costs—he wants only combination 
honorable career with recognizable success. his dis- 
appointment and weakness keeps bottle his 
desk but never gets drunk. Yet expresses the hope 
some sanity the madhouse politics, that out 
the cross purposes selfish political acts there comes 
somehow resultant action that for the benefit 
the greatest number. this appears Mr. Pearson’s 
plot, the resultant action depends political accidents, 
and this hope might seem too dependent 
chance Divine Interference give much credit 
the democratic processes. certainly gives little com- 
fort those worried about world competition from the 
efficient dictators the proletariat. But read it, never- 
theless, for its revelation the seamy side politics. 
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there central character the book, politics. 
The climax and denouement, course, concern the 
outcome election, gubernatorial election. The 
main antagonists are two brilliantly achieved personali- 
ties, each with bit Satanic cleverness him, 
district attorney with touch Huey Long, Senator 
with touch even great hunk Blarney. The 
outcome the election depends primarily the DA’s 
handling famous murder case. The results the 
election and trial are the private reservation the plot. 
Even the political premises are 
because they are— the reader deserves find suspense 
the novel. 


for the writing, one should probably satisfied that 
such sordid subject matter could revealed without 
resorting literal recording male talk. Yet 
not entirely worthy the author’s command the 
lenguage that occasionally feels compelled use 
staccato four-letter Anglo-Saxon words heighten 
effect. 

Certainly this important book. The experience 
reading Fever the Blood will batter your emo- 
tions concerning the democratic process; may even 
raise your fever little bit while you look more coolly 
certain aspects the election processes. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 

Aswell, Mary Louise Abigail 
Crowell. 30p. $3.50. (I) 
Miss Aswell’s novel about Quaker girl daring and 
charm” melodrama presented against the historic 
backdrop early Philadelphia. The story spans the 
pre-Revolutionary period from 1700-1775 and concerns 
itself with the life Quaker “rebel,” Abigail. The 
heroine comes from strict Quaker family strict 
Quaker society against which she intentionally rebels. 
Life, for Abigail, centers around the romantic 
ly” people. She mistakes this illusion for reality. 


After marrying young Quaker, Abigail leaves him ten 
years later run off London with Sir Henry Car- 
stairs, English gentleman. the story leaves 
Abigail and stays Philadelphia with her children. 
now follow the growth her good daughter, Janet, 
her rebel son, Josiah and witness the breakdown 
Quaker society Philadelphia. About forty years 
later, Sir Henry dies and the heroine returns the 
city her birth. Philadelphia society, ‘grown sophisti- 
cated, still refuses accept Abigail, and she takes 
refuge with her family. She has not returned, however, 
live quiet life. Her last rebellious act grand- 
mother. She takes strong hand the education 
her only granddaughter, Elizabeth, help change her 
into “worldly” person. this effort, however, she 
fails when the girl marries Quaker boy. The book 
closes strangely unresolved manner with Abigail’s 
quiet after instructing Elizabeth, her only real 
friend, read her life journal. Presumably this finel 
gesture last effort dissuasion from the Quakerism 
that had hindered her freedom. 

The author presents the story mild and inoffensive 
manner. Her gentle handling gentle people par- 
ticularly appropriate the Quaker material. meet 
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her characters, however, players wearing either 
saintly villainous mask. Abigail, clearly, rebel 
from birth death. All her actions move that 
direction; she not sympathetic character. Her 
daughter, the other hand, saint from birth 
death. The other characters may classified the 
same manner. They constitute set players true 
melodramatic type. The story should prove enjoy- 
able those interested the Quaker backgrounds 


Philadelphia. 
Ann Vaney, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Stevenson, Still Glides the Stream 
Rinehart. Nov. 278p. $3.50. 

This warm and poignant love story that moves 
from the cold countryside Scotland the warmth 
provincial France, and the description the land- 
scapes carries the reader along and adds much the 
charm the book. 


Will Hastie spent his youth the Scottish borderland 
and had been inseparable friend Rae and Patty 
Murray, his close neighbors. Much Will’s time had 
been spent the Murray home until Patty accepted the 
proposal suitor Will took instant dislike for; 
thereafter, seldom visited his friends. But one 
his infrequent visits, Patty tells him mysterious 
letter she had received from France, from her brother 
Rae, just prior his death during World War II. So, 
Will leaves for walking tour France, much 
escape from home settle Patty’s doubts and 
fears. France, Will learns reevaluate his interest 
Patty. 

This charming love story, well-written and with 
such keen insight into the characters’ minds and hearts 
that the reader cannot help but enjoy it. will prove 
pleasant reading for adults and teen-agers. 


Leona Aebischer 
x & s 


Stern, Unless Marry 
Macmillan. 191p. $3.50. 


For forty years the name Stern has been 
prominent one the world letters. Since 1923 she 
has averaged more than book year, with hardly 
clinker the lot. One her recurring themes has 
been the interplay emotions family, and this 
same theme finds expression Unless Marry. 


Richard Collier, widower with one daughter, marries 
Susanna Morrison, twice widowed mother four. 
Zillah Collier works hard being Zillah every waking 
moment, even the point quoting compliments 
paid her. Susanna’s children, Wendy and Jackie, fall 
under her charming spell. She often says, “Unless 
marry, plan adopt children, lots and lots them” 
—being just the type direct other people’s lives, con- 
fident her own wisdom and amateur psychology. 


Six years later, the eve Zillah and Jackie’s wed- 
ding. Although she the elder three years, theirs 
apparent love match and family and friends are 
shocked when, inexplicably, Jackie leaves Zillah wait- 
ing the church. short time later they receive 
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word his death “border incident” near Gaza. 
(The time 1956.) 

Two years later, Susanna’s son her first marriage, 
Geth Dymond, returns from archeological expedi- 
tion, and meets Zillah for the first time. The family— 
“the body membership” Geth calls them—tells him 
the “wonderful way” she took her desertion 
Jackie, and that surely the wild fling that followed was 
completely understandable. Far from becoming an- 
other worshipper the Zillah shrine, Geth sets himself 
destroying the cult. 

Zillah finds herself without worshippers, and indeed, 
without friends, her extravagant sallies and exaggera- 
tions are met with ridicule instead admiration. Events 
move swiftly her world collapses, the final blow 
coming when her birthday goes completely un- 
noticed the family. Then she meets Edward Saxton, 
“older man” the Foreign Service, and before long 
they are engaged. 

rapid denouement, Geth reveals the reasons be- 
hind Jackie’s desertion, Zillah sees her future happiness 
threatened, and finally, one great act self-forget- 
fulness, atones for the years “playing God” with 
other people’s lives. 

Unless Marry real gem: such very human char- 
acters moving through good story, current under- 
standing humor, all the hand master. Recom- 


mended. 
Mary Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Baldwin, Faith Blaze Sunlight 
Rinehart. Nov. 276p. $3.50. (I) 

Admirers Faith Baldwin’s novels will welcome Blaze 
Sunlight and they will not disappointed. this 
latest her sixty-odd novels, Miss Baldwin explores 
the adjustment Rose Holmes, widowed her early 
forties the death her husband, Mark. The 
Holmeses are typical suburban family and their life, 
based socially and financially Mark’s law 
practice and emotionally their real love and under- 
standing, good life rather prosaic one. They 
appreciate their blessings and are consciously happy. 
They enjoy their garden, their golf game, the little 
group friends with whom they dine, chat, and ex- 
change hospitalities. Religion plays part their 
lives aside from occasional attendance church 
service; their Christmas observance matter 
oration, gift-giving and receiving, entertaining—all lov- 
ingly carried out with thought its true meaning. 
Small wonder that Mark’s sudden death leaves Rose 
close despair. She goes through the motions 
pected her; but her inner life numbed, she feels 
that she lying prone gray walled tunnel. For 
the last two thirds the novel Rose this “tunnel,” 
gradually learning stand it, then walk through 
until she finally finds herself peace, believing that 
some time she will come into the “blaze sunlight” 
its end. 


the readers who enjoy this type book offers 
little more than entertainment. They will find 
tain inspiration the highly idealized but superficially 
developed characters Rose and Mark, especially that 
Rose, she emerges from her grief meet the 
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needs others and, doing, gains strength and 
wisdom for her own needs. Readers will enjoy seeing 
their own way life reflected the numerous details 
the Holmes’ daily round—the chair that needs up- 
holstering, the sweater lost the cleaners, the sound 
the gravel scattering beneath the wheels the car. 
such the housewife’s day made up, and 
recital minutiae makes the reader feel home with 
the Holmes’ and helps her—this definitely woman’s 
novel—to identify herself with the admirable Rose and 
even, perhaps, put her husband into the place the 
ever-understanding Mark. 


Miss Baldwin skillful narrator and her characters 
move through the novel slick 
fashion. their motivation seems inadequate, must 
said that their behavior decent and normal. Such 
novels this meet need and they have their place 


the literary picture. 
Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Gallico, Paul Too Many Ghosts 


Doubleday. Nov. 2,1959. 288p. $3.95. (IIa) 


Paul Gallico, author last season’s extremely success- 
ful Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris, demonstrates once again 
that writer great versatility. Too Many 
Ghosts turns the detective mystery story, 
popular, not overworked genre nowadays, and suc- 
ceeds very great extent handling with novelty, 


freshness, and charm. 


From the opening lines one realizes that here 
stereotyped setting, characters, and problems; even the 
hero fails conform the usual portrait the private 
investigator. 


The scene the novel Paradine Hall Norfolk, 
England, once the exclusive seat the Lords Paradine, 
but now, because pressing financial problems, kind 
country club which guests all varieties flock. 
These guests, brilliantly sketched Gallico represent 
most fascinating cross section modern life, from the 
Paradines themselves Susan Marshall, the beautiful 
and intriguing American girl; Alfred Jellicot, the gos- 
sipy retired draper; Dr. Everard Paulson, the atomic 
scientist; Dean Ellison, the mysterious engineer; Major 
Taylor, the jealous and violent-tempered Army officer; 
Vivian Taylor, the Major’s handsome and flirtatious 
wife, and host others. 

Danger looms everywhere the Hall the form 
preternatural machinations: pesty poltergeist with 
flare for throwing fear into the hearts the guests, 
eery nun who threatens the lives least two the 
women, and harp that plays itself prelude 
disaster. and romance, sometimes happy and 
sometimes tragic, also find their places this sinister 
atmosphere. 

Onto this scene impending doom strides Alexander 
Hero, detective sure, but also psychical re- 
searcher and private investigator the paranormal.” 
Handsome, intelligent, resourceful, and notoriously sus- 
ceptible female charm, Hero succeeds analyzing 
the complicated web events masterful fashion and 
unravelling the most fantastic problems 
fectly natural manner. 
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Gallico’s handling the plot the novel most 
effective. There very little contrived story which 
might well degenerate into sheer improbability. Each 
link the chain fits perfectly the author weaves 
many events into unified pattern. 


The characters, already suggested, are carefully de- 
veloped; there are stock figures from the files 
mystery writers past and present. They are genuine, 
yet distinctive human beings, always believable and 
always exciting. 


Too Many Ghosts should delight the intelligent reader 
who demands more than the ordinary his mystery 


story. 
John Mahoney, Ph.D., 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Roscoe, Theodore Only New England 
Scribner’s. Nov. 241p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Only New England purportedly the true story 
gaslight crime whose actual locale and list char- 
acters are altered name protect the living. 


The setting Quahog Point, typical sea town, squat- 
ting the end long peninsula, resort some 
renown the turn the century. The author, 
1939, went there for some fishing and, the Victorian 
house where boarded, discovered the ghosts the 
Bridewell family, who lived there until 1911 when the 
matriarch the establishment met unseemly death. 
looked though her respectable son Ernest, State 
Senator, had done her in. Indeed, was accused 
and stood trial for her murder. His own brother, 
Lionel, accused him from the witness stand. 

Mr. Roscoe assumed the role detective and, since 
the house contained all the Bridewelliana intact and 
the heavens poured down buckets rain which made 
fishing impossible proceeded sort through the 
letters, photograph albums and old newspaper accounts 
the trial. Along with these activities soaked 
the atmosphere the (authentic American 
Victorian), and the surrounding countryside, met the 
local characters and began reconstruct tale 
matricide New England, unlikely place for it. 


There more New England than matricide the end 
result. The publishers call “period piece.” For 
anyone not addicted folksiness, particularly the New 
England form which most virulent, very 
stiff dose Down East legends, tall tales and eccentric 
old men with names like Needles Thorn and Fishbait 
Fred Fox. suppose the incongruity mayhem 
such quaint environs appealed the author. 
afraid lost me. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, ePnnsylvania 


Clue Works 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 
John and Emery Bonett’s Grave for Lady finds 
ex-mistress Hitler dead the beach veddy 


proper English resort and the question is, Eliza 
Doolittle might have said, done ’er The 
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story long atmosphere juxtaposed against violent 
action which succeeds only being somewhat dull 
with unbelievable solution, (Doubleday. 190p. $2.95; 
(Doubleday. 192p. $2.95; IIb), starts Chief Fellows, 
Connecticut policeman relentlessly plodding but 
inspiring case puzzlement find the solution the 
mystery hacked-up headless torso woman. 
Good writing makes this one the year’s best 
stimulating intellectual exercise Philip 
ald’s The List Adrian Messenger, (Doubleday. 224p. 
$3.50; Ila): the pursuit multiple murderer who 
has managed make all eleven murders look like 
accidents. How gets his come-uppance makes this 
also candidate for best the year somewhat 
labored exercise cuteness and cupidity with the Ash- 
land (Ore.) Shakespeare Festival background for 
murder Lenore Offord’s Walking Shadow, (Simon 
and Schuster. 212p. $2.95; John Gosling was 
one London’s Ghost Squad, formed after World 
War infiltrate and combat massive crime wave. 
The account factual work The Ghost Squad, 
(Doubleday. 211p. $3.50; makes for better read- 
ing than most the season’s detective 
Death Kind Liam Redmond, (Devin-Adair. 
248p. $3.75; IIb), unusual and well-executed 
novel suspense. group diehard Irish “patriots” 
who still fight the British and the Irish Free State 
preserve the Union Ireland calls shades Fla- 
Rex Stout, (Viking. 183p. $2.95; I), another suc- 
cessful Nero Wolfe story involving four suits plagia- 
rism against best-selling authors and their publishers. 
Wolfe finds the first three scripts written the same 
hand and when sets trap, murder results. The 
action good and the story well potted. 


Leech, Margaret the Days McKinley 
Harper. Nov. 686p. $7.50. (I) 


Club Choice—November 


One the sad features rich professional life the 
little time that available for reading for pleasure. 
was, therefore, grateful when the editors sent this 
book. Reading and reviewing the Days McKinley 
has been rewarding combination business and 
pleasure. 

Margaret Leech’s Reveille Washington was pub- 
lished 1941 (cf. vol 86) and won the Pulitzer 
Prize for history that year. Her current work was 
twelve years the writing and, like good wine, has 
emerged richer for the experience. certain candidate 
for another Pulitzer Prize, this book will delight the 
general reader well the expert. This magnifi- 
cent portrait good but not great man and 
highly selective but excellently executed representation 
American government and politics key transi- 
tional period. the author’s credit that the char- 
acters the key personalities are sympathetically but 
honestly presented, revealing ethical standards far be- 
low those expected our time, but without any false 
criticisms post facto condemnations. 

President McKinley lacked the enterprise courage 
attempt actively prevent the Spanish-American war, 
which knew unjust. Theodore Roosevelt im- 
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patiently manipulated his immediate superior, the 
Secretary the Navy, and the whole administration 
his eagerness have the United States strengthen 
its manly vigor with little exercise small war. 
Yet neither McKinley, Roosevelt, nor any the other 
historical personages the time emerges villain. 
This recreation adolescent America, coun- 
try rapidly growing more material strength than 
and moral maturity. 


The highest compliment can pay any book take 
care that has prominent place family library. 
can encourage children read the Days 
MciKnley, they will learn great deal about the his- 
tory their country, the necessity for moral virtue, 
sympathy for the problems good men another era, 
and the pleasures reading well-written literature. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


Thayer, Charles 

Harper. Oct. 299p. $4.50. 
This fascinating book, written veteran the 
Foreign Service who also married into the Foreign Serv- 
ice (his wife the daughter Ambassador James 
Dunn). stands scholarly work the history 
life devoted the best interests the United 
The author, graduate West Point who served his 
country Army Officer and also head the 
Voice America, did stint our embassy Moscow 
political affairs officer. Advantageously, retired 
years age and had compunction about writ- 
ing this frank and absorbing 

Mr. Thayer divides his narrative into twenty-three 
chapters, opening with typical crisis, recent enough 
catch our interest, the turnover government 
Lebanon, when President Eisenhower sent American 
troops protect our national interests the Near 
East. Then launches into history diplomacy, 
desctibed Senator Harold Nicolson, who writes the 
Introduction, the “art communication between 
governments.” Many references Calliere, the French 
authority diplomacy, occur the book, well 
many “Byzantine diplomacy” which Thayer claims 
still the basis negotiations the Soviet, inherited 
from their czarist history. the leopard does not 
change its spots, neither the Russians. 

There follows description the work Embassy, 
with particular reference our own representatives 
abroad great detail; and chapter glowing with 
enthusiasm “describes” the devoted loyalty our 
American Foreign Service, organized such only since 
1924. His criticisms political interference 
work our embassies, his sharp and sometimes vitriolic 
comment the actions some American citizens who 
make extraordinary demands upon our ambassadors 
the conduct their duly appointed tasks cogent and 
refreshing. The last three chapters the duties and 
functions American ambassador and the For- 
eign Service stem from personal experience that has 
the close observation and searching 


would have been difficult write this book the 
author had been still member the Department 
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State. is, free express his views without 
embarrassment anyone. 


Delightful style, cogent argument and seething 
with personal anecdotes, this book should 
seller among all those who are striving put the 
United States’ Foreign Policy “peace with justice” 
above selfish interests and motives, above the aggran- 
dizement power unmoral world. Diplomat 
recommended not only all students government, 
but every intelligent citizen. 


Franklin Dunham, Ph.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker 
Adventures Biographer 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Nov. 1959. 232p. $4.00. 


Should anyone doubt the fascination biographer’s 
life, this latest book Mrs. Bowen will dispel the 
doubt forever. This statement presupposes that all 
biographers are the devoted enthusiasts that Mrs. 
Bowen is. There can, indeed, doubt her 
enthusiasm. pervades the book. enthusiasm, 
respectful and reverent withal, for people, and 
books. And her style such that her interest all 
that concerns her subject comes net forced 
put on, but breathing conviction; much that after 
necessary interruption takes but moment for the 
reader caught the spell the author’s eager 


pursuit. 


essays, which merge roughly into four units, insofar 
they present the backgrounds for the author’s four 
latest biographies, those Anton and Nicholas Rubin- 
stein, Justice Holmes, John Adams, and Sir Edward 
Coke. The author calls the essays “personal” and the 
book one “reminiscence,” which she trusts there 
“more history and scholarship” than herself. 
Happily, generous portion herself remains. 


Preparations for the biography the Rubinsteins in- 
volved trip Russia. privilege make the 
trip with companion like Mrs. Bowen, who has the 
good sense and sensibility notice the details, 
matter how trivial, one would want her notice, and 
who has the genius present them one were ex- 
periencing them personally. The extent her travels 
measure the seriousness her purpose—to cap- 
ture the best her ability the authentic spirit and 
aspect the times which her great men played their 
parts. Russia for the Rubinsteins; New England 
and Washington for Justice Holmes and John Adams; 
London and for Sir Edward Coke. The pur- 
suit authenticity burning fire that will not let 
her rest. Nonetheless the fire not always allowed 
burn unhindered. Russia stubborn officialdom stands 
stern before closed docrs. Only her patient playing 
the game compliance eventually wins her access 
the museums where the treasures she seeks lie buried. 
New England, the midst her research 
Holmes, she has the mortifying experience 
being told that someone else had been assigned the job 
writing his “definitive” biography. Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, attempt made, three dons 
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one, persuade her give over the temerity writ- 
ing “popular” book about their Chief Justice Coke. 


Readers Mrs. Bowen’s biographies know that her 
enthusiasm supported broad foundation learn- 
ing and respect for scholarship. Her books are read 
with confidence that they are telling the truth the 
extent that can told. Her latest autobiographical 
glimpse inspires the same confidence. 


Hugh Kennedy, 


Pennsylvania 


Davis, Kenneth 
The Hero: Charles Lindbergh and the 
American Dream 
Doubleday. 527p. $4.95. (Ila) 
special feature this book its bibliographic essay 
pages which the author not only gives the mul- 
titudinous sources for each chapter but also provides 
running commentary that sheds much light the 
the book and what prompted him the 
selection his material. The preface, too, enlight- 
ening. Why anyone should attempt write book 
Lindbergh now, since only few years ago that 
Lindtergh himself published The Spirit St. Louis, 
the author answers with quotation from Joseph 
The Hero With Thousand 


hero ventures forth from the world common day into 
region supernatural wonder; fabulous forces are there 
encountered and decisive victory won; the hero comes 
back from this mysterious venture with the power bestow 
boons his fellow men.” 
Almost point point, Mr. Davis says, Charles Lind- 
bergh’s solitary flight Paris May 1927 accorded 
with the monomythic adventure the hero de- 
scribed Campbell. 


With the definite aim view, Davis carefully and 
much more pedestrian manner presents the facts 
Lindbergh’s life, concentrating chiefly what hap- 
pened between 1927 and 1941. Except note that 
the job capably done, see need rehearsing 
the salient facts. one has never read Lindbergh’s 
epic flight, has missed one the greatest vicarious 
thrills; and Davis has captured the exaltation spirit 
that gripped all mankind that glorious day May 
1927. took more than dozen years for the memory 
that day die, and this despite the fact that Lind- 
bergh tried hard from the very first discourage the 
adulation the multitudes. 


What finally brought about the hero’s rejection, accord- 
ing this author, was not much Lindbergh’s desire 
for privacy and his taking refuge Europe escape 
the excesses American publicity and the real dangers 
and indignities his family that such publicity en- 
gendered. The real reason was that Lindbergh had 
adopted his own good deal the racial eugenic 
theories Dr. Alexis Carrel with whom was asso- 
ciated biophysics. Such philosophy made him 
sympathetic with Nazi energy and organization and 
made him blind the intrinsic evils that system. 
was only too willing accept honors from the 
Nazis and, after being allowed visit their air installa- 
tions, the best advice could give England and France 
before Munich and later America, was make 
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peace with Hitler. Such advice was not wanted the 
Roosevelt administration and F.D.R. went far 
label Lindbergh “copperhead.” Lindbergh resigned 
his commission and continued speak his mind. 
became associated with the motley America-First group 
and, result this and some his speeches 
which attacked the Jews, died 
figure. 


postscript, Mr. Davis pays due tribute Lind- 
bergh’s magnificent contribution the war effort and 
notes that his speeches subsequent the war was 
willing admit that the Nazis failed because their 
lack moral principles. hastens add, however, 
that Lindbergh’s theory insisting the quality 
men rather than their equality, still tainted 
with the notion master-race. 


The last section this book controversitl and 
Mr. Davis’ credit that presents the evidence dis- 
passionately and, while for one not agree with him 
nor with Lindbergh either since think Charles Wil- 
liams with his theory the hierarchy functions 
come closest satisfying existing conditions, this prob- 
lem equality quality one that well worth 
considering and makes this book worthwhile for adults 
read and ponder. 


William Schweder, 


Georgetown University 


Roosevelt, James and Sidney Shalett 


Affectionately, F.D.R. 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 7,1959. 394p. $5.75. 


Upon receipt sight this book the first reaction 
enough him And now Jimmy getting 
into the act!” such your first reaction, was 
mine, pause, and take the time read it. you like 
the human angle any biography, this book will give 
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you number hours pleasant reading. More than 
that, will reveal side F.D.R. that has been little 
explored exposed. Sub-titled Son’s Story 
Lonely Man,” this work gives you appreciation 
President Roosevelt seen his eldest son, who knew 
him deeply interested father, joy and fun-filled 
companion, polio-crippled but undaunted “Pa,” and 
then the “lonely man.” F.D.R. called “the lonely 
man” because seems had few, any, close con- 
fidants. 


One F.D.R.’s habits made much this book possible. 
The President both kept and gave away things. 
seems have kept more things than gave away. 
The authors use major source information and 
recollection what must voluminous file letters 
which went back and forth between and among all the 
members the family. Yet Mrs. Roosevelt says: 
“There nothing this book, think, that Father 
would not have wanted told.” 


The book has three major parts: “Father, the Vigor- 
ous Companion”—an account his pre-polio days; 
“He was Never struggle against 
and partial victory over polio paralysis; and “Father, 
the story F.D.R. from his victory 
1932 till his death 1945. 


The whole book warm and personal appreciation 
son for his father. Much has been written about 
the political career, decisions, and public activities 
F.D.R. James Roosevelt does not attempt 
defense, nor does rise any spirit righteous 
anger lash back his father’s critics. simply 
tells the human story his loving father, only son 
could tell it. lets see the problems father and 
mother had raising their five children. There 
informality and sincerity which runs thruogh the entire 
account. The book easy read. The inclusion 
two sections pictures adds again the human touch. 


President Roosevelt was the public eye for many 
years. Practically everything any member the 
family did was subject comment. Affectionate- 
ly, F.D.R. get chance see something the 
human person behind the politician and public figure. 
The book written James Roosevelt alone; but 
the acknowledgments and bibliography attest the 
very great amount research and consultation done 
the co-author, Sidney Shalett. 


Librarians, buy this one. There will probably many 


calls for it. 
Peter Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Lin Yutang From Pagan Christian 
World. Oct. 19,1959. $3.50. 


The latest volume issue from the pen the well- 
known Dr. Lin the story his religious beliefs and 
non-beliefs. 


The author begins with his early life son Protes- 
tant pastor China. His dissatisfaction with 


tianity knew began when attended St. John’s 


College Shanghai. His intellectual difficulties—aris- 
ing part from his reading—were augmented 
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feeling that had abandoned Chinese culture be- 
coming “westernized.” This led his study the 
Chinese philosophers and Chinese religions. 


For western readers the chapters dealing with Con- 
fucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism will informative. 
Dr. Lin evaluates each these sympathetic vein. 
notes, from his own personal viewpoint, their 
strengths and weaknesses. him, none these were 
completely satisfactory, although finds elements 
great value each them. the end, his inquisitive 
mind led him re-study Christianity. Eventually 
Dr. Lin became “Christian.” 


the author’s views Christianity that are 
greater interest here. has accepted Christianity 
his own terms. Subjectivism and intuition are the key- 
stones his belief. For this author, reason plays 
part religious belief. prefers “intuitive percep- 
tion” (p. 63-64). Logic ruled out (pp. 178-179; 182, 
and passim). Theology tabu for Dr. Lin. states, 
“It axiomatic that one becomes more and more 
theological one becomes more and more bigoted also, 
and less and less pious” (p. 193). Scholasticism dis- 
missed with the charitable statement that “Only monks 
with plenty time, security and wine could produce 
such brain child” (p. 182). 


There point multiplying examples his dog- 
matic condemnations reason and religion most 
know them. Suffice say, the author has adopted 
“Christianity” his own making. satisfies him 


more than Buddhism. 
Geron Fournelle, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 


Monaghan, Jay 

Custer: The Life Gen. George Custer 
little, Brown. Oct. 455p. $6.00. (I) 
Mr. Monaghan, late State Historian Illinois and range 
operator Colorado and Utah for over twenty years, 
the author this rather enigmatic life what 
termed “perhaps the most colorful and controversial 
American military man,” General Custer, who lives 
both American legend and history books having 
made last stand with his boots on” against the angry 
Sioux. The author fails lay rest the two well- 
known myths that Custer arrived West Point 
mounted Bayard white charger, clothed the 
habiliments Hungarian chasseur followed 
servant strumming guitar; that the age 
twenty-three his commission, advancing him from 
the rank lieutenant brigadier-general was put 
his friends among the many state papers which were 
signed that day President Lincoln. Rather, 
the first case, Custer arrived the military academy 
horse-drawn bus and climbed down looking much 
like country bumpkin with golden curls and plenty 
impertinent gusto; while, the latter episode, his 
advance rank was due solely the strong 
recommendation his superior cavalry officer, General 
Pleasanton. 


George Armstrong Custer (1839-1876) was graduated 
near the bottom the West Point class 1861, 
group which was given diplomas only few days after 
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the ceremonies which the preceding cadets received 
their commissions, move necessitated the outbreak 
the Civil War. This boy soldier with the laughing 
blue eyes, merry quip and refreshing banter, carried the 
reputation acquired the Point throughout his army 
life. abhorred discipline, red tape, stuffy superiors 
and, above all, inactivity; all which may traced 
back the rowdy, carefree Custer home his child- 
hood. friend foe this maverick young general 
ever doubted his courage, his surpassing military 
sense especially dangerous surroundings. died 
Little Big Horn, much had lived, recklessly 
brave, always the showman and devil-may-care leader 
horse soldiers. was much home with 
Grant, Sherman, Sheridan the Union armies with 
Ramsen, Rosser and others the Confederates. His 
troop, brigade and division worshipped and wore the 
insignia the Cavalry, red neckerchief, with the 
elan the red badge courage. 


Mr. Monaghan has written well his hero, but 
times too sketchily and without much historical depth. 
The massacre Washita, the court-martial Custer, 
the inquiry post-mortem, all leave too much 
desired permit considering this “definitive” biog- 
raphy. But the book quite enjoyable nonetheless, 
and should have wide reading public. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


MacDonald, Betty Who, Me? 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1959. 352p. $4.95. (Ila) 


From four books Betty MacDonald, (The Egg and 
The Plague and Anybody Can Anything, and 
Onions the Stew), the Lippincott editors have taken 
excerpts and woven them into sort posthumous 
autobiography the ebullient young woman whose 
first book catapulted her fame and fortune. “In 
letter writing,” Betty said, usually take some small 
incident and process lies and poor descriptions 
build into something dull and very long.” Such 
has been her method Anybody Can 
But the sequence from The Plague and 
her commendable writer whose narrative 
her efforts funny. 

Who, Me? contains few disedifying sexual 
but adults will appreciate her wisdom dealing with 
teen-agers and their problems and her unfailing devo- 
tion her home and family. Unfortunately, the pub- 
lisher gives information concerning the closing chap- 
ter Miss MacDonald’s life. Perhaps biography 
this phenomenon American literature forthcoming. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Robertson, Arnot The Spanish Town Papers 
Macmillan. Nov. 3,1959. 192p. $4.00. 


The Spanish Town Papers are the crumbling, worm- 
eaten remains documents removed from ships, most 
them American, captured the British during and 
immediately after the Revolutionary War and taken 
into Jamaica. More than thousand bundles these 
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papers have survived despite the ravages time, lack 
care, earthquake and hurricane. From them, Miss 
Robertson has gleaned much interest. 


The papers include the official Libel under which the 
ship had been condemned, the log books, manifests 
and clearances expected among ship’s papers, 
letters every sort and description members the 
ships’ companies and letters unmailed, many them 
unfinished, from those aboard. One the papers 
clearance, three languages, signed George Wash- 
ington; another letter from the then young Horatio 
Nelson. 


Love, jealousy, all the emotions are there. that 
could deciphered from one fragment was: “My dear 
Husban, woud like wash your dirty shirts agen.” 
aboard will make the brig too hot for her and you 
both.” 


Miss Robertson writes with skill about the conditions 
aboard ship the latter part the eighteenth cen- 
tury, slavers and privateers, press gangs, and the 
Admiralty Court Jamaica where the presiding Judge 
received but small fee for acquittal but goodly 
share the prize money for condemnation. 


book given over many complete quotations 
relatively long papers, themselves rather dull but 
for the few passages that made them worthy any 
attention. The book suffers from some those com- 
plete quotations the case where one has wade 
through more than five pages learn that the ship 
had suffered some damage storm, sighted seven 
other vessels and caught porpoise and two dolphin. 
Such passages make hard reading when compared with 
the really fine descriptions that amplify many the 
quotations. 


Surely, the more than thousand bundles must, despite 
the decay and abuse more than century and 
half, have held many more legible passages, descriptions 
and events real interest. 


Moses, Capt., U.S.N. (Ret.), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


McCracken, Glenn The Right Learn 
Regnery. Oct. 228p. $4.50. 


Although asserting that reading instruction the pub- 
lic schools has failed miserably, Mr. McCracken sup- 
plies objective data substantiate his contention. 
states that “there not one shred evidence that 
anyone, any level education, can produce which 
indicates that our youth can read acceptably.” 


Mr. McCracken attacks “reporting procedures,” stating 
that, educationists have been searching for better 
ways not telling the parent what his child cannot 
do.” maintains that “grouping and are 
“silly notions concocted reading authors out sheer 
frustration.” Successful reading instruction cannot 
achieved, thinks, until they are discarded. 
that leading publisher controls the reading 
field through promotional efforts guided foremost 
reading specialist, and that the “Dick and Jane” books 
frustrate children learning read. 


Best SELLERs 


Ridiculing research the latest fad, Mr. McCracken 
asserts that “nearly all the present accepted ‘research’ 
primary reading instruction invalid, misleading, 
and driving teachers farther away from success they 
seek.” Ignoring facts, contends that with the 
present reading methods, you cannot teach normal 
children read, but with proper reading methods, you 
can.” The school principals, declares, “are too busy 
selling bazaar tickets, running banking program, 
supervising the building bird house, conducting 
marble tournament” help teachers who come out 
Teachers Colleges untrained reading methods. 


Praising the New Castle Experiment glowing terms, 
states that its success due the visual method, 
avers that children are spellbound with films. The 
slow, ordinary, and bright pupils are grouped together 
this method, and “outstanding 
occurred among the children who need 


Although this somewhat repetitive, highly opinionated 
book presents some good suggestions, ignores many 
facts present day reading. criticizes the work 
public-school teachers without presenting objective evi- 
dence their alleged mistakes. condemns grouping, 
readiness, and research without justification. 


Had the book been written with carefully documented 
proof declared teacher failure and the superior 
results the New Castle Experiment, would have 
served worthy educational purpose. 


James Fitzgerald, 


University Scranton 


Smith, Edmund Ware 
Fell. Nov. 295p. $4.50. (1) 


from Boston area and into the Maine woods 
young lad, the author was impressed with hunting, 
fishing, and folk its wilder arenas that has spent 
nearly lifetime going there, even moving and living 
there, and writing its forest and people. some 
his previously successful books were, this 
lection articles written for many magazines, special- 
ized and general. contains flashes fast narrative, 
and neat sentiment, and characteristic dialogue, and 
some moving descriptive passages, spite the remark 
one its characters that books can convey “little 
the meaning” the forest. 


human book, even when not humorous. 
has tall tales and little sharp some its 
acterizations. But does reflect love wildernes 
life the State Maine, and smoothly written may 
well object collection and affection all 
sentimentally drawn that area. 

Elbridge Colby 


For Maine Only 


Lang, Daniel From Hiroshima the Moon 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 1959. 496p. $5.95. 


Whatever else may said about this collection 
vised articles staff writer for the New Yorker, 
heartily recommended adult readers and will, 
hope, find home college and 
Mr. Lang, who has added one poem and sub-titled his 
book the “Chronicles Life the Atomic Age,” 
minds that “substantial portions 
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published Early Tales the Atomic Age (1948) 
and The Man the Thick Lead Suit (1954).” 


Although this not textbook, and pleasantly 
turned out the New Yorker manner, still better 
read bits and pieces, which fortunately the way 
has been put together. (Seven sections, each consisting 
several articles.) the New Yorker habit 
scattering facts deadpan through the conversation, 
writing with air bright reasonableness, and 
quoting either directly indirectly the opinions and 
predilections others. All this, urbane and times 
persuasive style the contrary, does make for cer- 
tain reading density. Those facts and figures, for one 
And ultimate monotony style, for an- 
other. But taken article time, originally writ- 
ten and read, From Hiroshima the Moon reads well 
and leaves indelible impression. 


Life our atomic age, course, includes the advent 
the atomic and hydrogen bombs, the presence 
rockets and guided missiles, and the determined thrust 
into outer space. Mr. Lang has given the facts, both 
theory and application, very steady going over. But 
the facts may easily found elsewhere. What com- 
mands our attention the complex human adjust- 
ments, attitudes, and soul-searchings which not only 
the nation’s scientists, technicians and administrators, 
but ourselves are involved. Writing secular 
humanist, Mr. Lang has concerned himself throughout 
with the implications inner space, the ethical and 
intellectual problems which have been forced upon 


the exigencies our technological age, the problems 


which collectively and individually must solve 
perish. Since daily superficial awareness these 
problems has already begun induce 
well find them, From Hiroshima the Moon, 
restated. 


The time span these articles from August, 1945, 
May, 1959, but they not always fall into chrono- 
logical order. Most Valuable Accident,” for in- 
stance, which discusses the plight the radium watch 
dial painters New Jersey, dated May, 1959, but 
followed several other articles. (The concluding 
one “Man Space” dated November, 1958.) 
Mr. Lang considering different aspects the atomic 
age, and always ready junk chronology pursuit 
his subject. This pursuit, while deceptively leisurely, 
also both orderly and rigorous. 


You will visit Los Alamos, Oak Ridge, Yucca Flats, 
spot South Carolina known Ellentown, Cape 
Canaveral, and various other locales. you 
you will confronted people, the scientists most 
One highly placed physicist Oak Ridge now 
doubles Episcopal deacon. Another, practically 
blinded the effects radiation, has 
vision restored, back work, and feels bitterness 
over his handicap. Whether you are reading about re- 
search, installations, the dangers fallout the dif- 
ficulties civilian and military administration, you 
will read terms the human comedy. You will 
even have the novel experience hearing the Counter 
Intelligence Corps (CIC) praised for its diligence and 
integrity. And you will never far removed from the 
harrowed consciences those scientists, many whom 
had never considered voting concerning themselves 
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with theology particularly relevant their calling. 
Their reactions are various, and from the Christian 
point view not always satisfying. But many are 
feeling their way into what had been extraneous fields 
thought; many, fact, that may readers 
wonder what similar effort have made under- 
stand them and their work. 


Mr. Lang has given good source material for 
glance into Christian humanism. Most apposite this 
connection are two recent articles, “Humanism and 
Science,” Rev. Joseph Mulligan, S.J., (America, 
Oct. 10), and “Education for the Dialogue,” Sister 
Joan Bland, (Commonweal, Oct. Mul- 
ligan heads the Department Physics Fordham Uni- 
versity; Sister Joan teaches History Trinity College, 
Washington. Both emphasize our need speak in- 
telligently and listen with charity the language 
others. One such language, the coming dialogue, 


that science. 
Charles Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 


Holbrook, Stewart 
The Golden Age Quackery 
Macmillan. Oct. 20, 302p. $4.95. 


The author’s interest quackery derives from fifteen- 
year friendship with Samuel Hopkins Adams whose 
1905 campaign against The Great American Fraud, re- 
ported serially Collier’s Weekly, was responsible, 
degree least, for the reforms known the Pure 


Food and Drug Act. 


January 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
signature put end fifty years unprecedented 
diabolical greed and deception. was period when 
adept charlatans and itinerant showmen preyed upon 
ignorant and gullible public through the peddling 
certain nostrums capable insidiously inducing 
chronic alcoholism and narcotic addiction was 
time when the nation appears have been inhabited 
for the most part hypochondriacs, people whose 
minor aches and pains, now the category psycho- 
somatic complaints, were suitable material, and indeed 
conditioned, become promising dupes. 

There was cure for everything; and everyone was sick! 
“If liquid therapy didn’t work, one could jolt, shake, 
magnetize and wire oneself into radiant good health.” 
Among the patent medicines were Nervura, Tiger Fat, 
Hostetter’s Stomach Bitters, Swamp Root, Perry Davis’s 
Pain Killer, Father John’s Cough Remedy, Lydia Pink- 
ham’s Vegetable Compound, Dr. Raphael’s Cordial In- 
vigorant; all with goodly percentage alcohol 
opium. There were Medical Institutes: For Men Only 
where lost manhood might restored; Wine Cardui 
for Women and Black Draught for All the Family. 
Oxydonor forced oxygen into the system; and 
Oxypather, manufactured cost $1.25 that sold 
for $35.00, was advertised: “Diphtheria 
supreme master the Such these 
were the medical patents the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Their sale was aided and abetted 
money-hungry press. 


Stewart Holbrook has written informal and interest- 
ing chapter the subject quackery. Included 
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rich biographical sketch the mountebanks who 
shared the heyday patent medicine racketry. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Hilscher, Herb and Miriam Alaska, U.S.A. 
Little, Brown. Oct. 28, 1959. 243p. $4.50. (I) 

This straightforward, easy-to-read book which tells 
you why you should Alaska, why you shouldn’t 
go, when you should go, how you should go, what you 
should take along, what you should leave behind, with 
brief history Alaska and look into the possible 
and probable future. All this done very interestingly 
with many anecdotes and some good pictures. And, 
incidentally, there very, very little about the Eskimos, 
their mores and dog sleds. 

The picture that emerges from reading the book that 
Alaska last frontier, land opportunity, but un- 
like the concept most common frontiers, this fron- 
tier only for the industrious and capable and ad- 
justed. you use your head and your muscles and 
have financial backing, you are good citizen, you 
have imagination and generosity, success possible for 
you Alaska. But with less you may easily lose what- 
ever you have. other words the days the Klon- 
dike are definitely over. 

many our military personnel, Alaska synony- 
mous with Siberia. This book has special chapter 
for those who feel that way. tells how prepare 
for very happy and profitable sojourn. The book 
remarks that many the present pioneers Alaskan 
soil have been and are soldiers who are returning after 
period spent military installations the North. 


Mr. Hilscher, (Herb, calls himself), was one 
the fifty-five Alaskans chosen write the Constitution 
for the new state. Alaskan business man, 
identified with the new petroleum industry. 
former journalist was his wife and co-author, Miriam, 
which explains the clarity, interest and forcefulness 


this book. 
James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Davidson, Basil The Lost Cities Africa 
Little, Brown. 366p. $6.50. 
first sight, this might seem book pure arch- 
eology, and hence remote from the exigencies the 
moment. This not true. 
dealing with that vast area which Negro Africa, 
are, today, not simply engaged with horde 
people without history; nor are view Africa 
continent full people who have only recently been 
discovered the European powers, people who are 
simply passive receptors European influences, with 
nothing their own contribute the future Africa. 
The cartoonists, who are usually the last catch 
with reality, still give pictures Africa which 
all tropical rain forest, peopled with savages and can- 
nibals. Nothing could farther from reality. 
The purpose this book, admirably realized, de- 
pict the long and honorable cultural history Africa. 
Cultural influences from Egypt (and complicated civili- 


Best 


zations along the Upper Nile), West Africa, East 
Africa, South replete with empires and 
complicated international economics and art and gra- 
cious living—fill hundreds pages. The concept that 
the African naturally inferior dies the death. 


The author shows how Africa followed its own ways, 
and how these ways differed from the ways Europe. 
also describes how the impact the greedy Euro. 
peans came time the cultural development 
many Africans when was most vulnerable. 


The author hints future development which have 
long hoped for. This revision boundaries for the 
new African states that they will not hampered 
the purely arbitrary and non-functional 
history. 
Finally, this book demonstrates the truth 
ski’s statement that the new African culture, any 
given area, will not simply the addition European 
and African traits, but new thing, tertium quid. 
hail this new thing. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., Ph.D., 
Associate Professor Anthropology, 
Fordham University 


Clark, Gerald Impatient Giant: Red China Today 
McKay. Oct. 9,1959. 212p. $4.50. 


increasing awareness that the United States faces 
unyielding economic competition from controlled socie- 
ties has aroused new interest the Communist experi- 
ments. The latest these the Chinese “Great Leap 
China’s progress along the road social- 
ism (Communist style) has been more speedy and pro 
portionately more productive than the Soviet Union’s. 
All elements society are forced shamed into 
ductive work for the “people.” This the theme 
which constantly repeated Gerald Clark, one 
the handful Western newsmen who have visited 
Red China. 

There doubt that the author’s observations are 
disturbing. China giant which awakening under 
the influence strong stimulant. Economic and 
military preparation, even the very young, has been 
introduced everywhere. But with clear knowledge 
the Chinese peasant mind, Mao Tse-tung has not 
lected the sense belonging and achievement which 
has been lacking for long Chinese 
haps, had time think, the peasant might con- 
clude that his slavery not much better than before. 
But now clothed and fed, and punished only 
when recalcitrant. Everyone works. Open (and 
perently secret) immorality has disappeared. Already 
the giant stretching toward India. Small wonder 
then that Gerald Clark was ill ease and disturbed 
during his visit. Free societies have yet find their 
David oppose this Goliath. 

Readers may disagree with the author’s personal con- 
clusion that continued non-recognition the United 
States merely imitates the ostrich burying his head 
the sand. However, just have his observations avail- 
able these pages underlines the tremendous challenge 
which faces free societies not only Asia, but through-. 


out the world. 
Walter Jaskievicz 
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Winance, Eleutherius, O.S.B. 


The Communist Persuasion 
Kenedy. 239p. $3.95. (Ila) 


the aftermath the Krushchev visit the United 
States Father Winance’s book will help keep Com- 
munist methods perspective. Besides the winning 
and smiling personality jovial dictator, have 
picture what goes behind the scenes, just much 
part the Communist picture “Peace and Friend- 
ship.” 

For twenty-six months Father Eleutherius 
taught and lived under the Red regime China. 
first there seemed improvement. This must 
have been the period when the Chinese Reds were pro- 
claimed “agricultural reformers” the world. How- 
ever, both the author and his colleagues learned the 
bitter truth the surreptitious but friendly advice, 
“Never trust the Communists. They sound honest, 
but they are crooked can be.” 


three parts, relates his experience 
Hsio-Hsi (brainwashing), the events the journey 
“exile” from China, and his thoughts the present 
situation the Catholic Church China. realize 
the perfection which the Chinese Communists have 
raised the science brainwashing practical con- 
formity with the principles 
terrifying. There nothing liberal about it. Its entire 
effort bent produce subservience the regime 
means often repeated and elaborated confessions, 
enlistments, payments, contributions, purges, and even 
suicides. Hsio-Hsi has become part Chinese life; 
not even the Catholic hierarchy are exempt. Some 
have already succumbed. least reading The 
Communist Persuasion one who has been through 
the brainwashing experiences will make the reader 
more lenient his judgment those who yield. 


Reports emanate from Red China almost daily about 
the great “leap forward” the country making under 
Communism. Many still speculate about the evil 
system which can produce such spectacular results. 
For these especially, Father Winance’s book should 
Vademecum. The Great Leap Forward means the 
enslavement man’s soul. This process enslave- 
ment ably described here, the hope for the 
future; but only from those who can face calmly, 
jeopardize, literally, their own souls for Jesus 


Christ. 
Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 


The Mind Assassin 
Oct. 22, 1959. 232p. $4.50. 


Isaac Don 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 
The Mind Assasin but the history the mur- 
der (1940) Leon Trotsky erstwhile associate Lenin 
and Stalin the early days Russian Communism. 
covers three main topics: (1) the historical and poli- 
tical conditions which made the murder possible; (2) 
viet foreign police operating methods; and (3) the 
organization the murder. only the treatment 
the latter topic that find any characterization 
the mind the assassin. The rest the book, while 


293 


undoubtedly useful, much more interesting for what 
leaves unsaid than for what says. 


The split which developed between Stalin and Trotsky 
after the death Lenin has too often been dismissed 
power struggle. The author admits was more; 
was “deadly enmity,” which persisted even after 
Trotsky was exiled. Trotsky must have been angered 
the trials and liquidations the prominent archi- 
tects the Revolution 1936-1937. Stalin, his 
part, must have been angry that Trotsky was not among 
them. There more, however. Trotsky, exile, was 
creating the Fourth International that time and his 
supporters were increasing. Stalin,surely, was not over- 
looking the fact that this threatened not only his Soviet 
leadership but the much more important position 
leadership world revolution. 


Trotsky maintained that world revolution had been 
possible the 1920’s. The opportunity had been 
missed, claimed, due the stupidity and mistakes 
his former colleagues the Central Committee 
the Communist Party—Zinoviev, Kamenev, Stalin and 
others. Was Trotsky’s purpose correct these mis- 
takes for his The author silent about this 
useful bit information though there are several pos- 
sible first hand sources who were directly involved. 
Much said about Mark Zborowski’s role sabotaging 
the Paris secret conference convened Trotsky 
July 1936. Unfortunately nothing said about the 
agenda this conference (cf. pp. 24-30, 


Certain historians still find difficult impartial 
about the October Revolution 1917 and its conse- 
quences. However, there need pile everything 
Stalin, even Trotsky’s defeat and exile (p. xii). 
and Kamenev were much more inimical 
Trotsky that time. And for Stalin himself, 
owed his salvation after the death Lenin Zino- 
viev. There already sufficient evidence for that, 
the mistake puzzling (cf. Deutscher, Stalin, 


addition, there are interpretations which seem far- 
fetched. Nikita Khrushchev, for example, was far 
from qualified rehabilitation Trotsky” (p. 
his historic speech before the 20th Party Congress. 
Khrushchev knew, and did the other Old Bolshe- 
viks present, that Trotsky’s quarrel was less with 
Stalin than with the others whom Krushchev wanted 
glorify. And rehabilitating Zinoviev, Bucharin 
and others, could not include Trotsky their 
number. 

good bit the material presented The Mind 
Assassin could not have been known without the 
revelations Soviet defectors, especially those who 
were intimately acquainted with the operations the 
Secret police. Sources such these, however, merit 
close scrutiny because the desire accepted and 
believed can lead fantastic claims which rarely can 
checked. This chapter history far from com- 
pleted. Therefore exquisite care needed handling 
sources someone going ask the rather pointed 
question, “Why the continued concern and recent revi- 
val interest Leon Trotsky?” After all, he, too, was 


Communist. 
Walter Jaskievicz 
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Charters, Samuel The Country Blues 
Rinehart. Nov. 288p. $4.75. (Ila) 

“Blues” defines Mr. Charters “is personal song, 
with intensely emotional characteristics.” 
shows that the “blues” was and still the emotional 
outlet for Negro singers every part the South. 
Studying the evolution the word itself points 
out that not before 1910 did the term begin used 
with reference Negro musical style. 

The song history America should give the feel and 
atmosphere, the layout and “lingo” customs, 
regions, breeds men. This exactly what the 
author has done regard Negro music and, more 
specifically, “country blues.” After all this type 
muis was not imported from Europe. Mr. Charters 
has made excellent selection unknown and know 
singers the “blues” who created songs out love, 
fun and grief. delineates them well that the 
reader realizes that their lives and their surroundings 
are intimate part their song just much they 
are poet. Some them were wanderers who sang 
with the medicine shows; one, Lemon Jefferson, was 
blind, others became prominent their field Sam 
Hopkins and Muddy Waters. But com- 
posers, like singers, made their songs living thing, 
coming from the mind and the very heart the 
American Negro. “The blues will on,” says the 
author “but the country blues, and the great singers 
who created from the raw singing the work songs 
and the field cries the richness and variety the 
country blues” are slowly becoming thing the 
past. 

interest read the numerous “country blues” 
which this book contains. The selections add much 
the understanding the amosphere which they 
were written. matter fact the casual reading 
some the texts presented show their intense 
lyricism, their depth and richness. 


The author has made excellent selection photos, 
some them dating back far 1892 with the 
latest 1959. This graphic picture itself pre- 
sents the gradual evolution the country “blues” with 
regard places, instruments used, some the singers 
and the advertisements for the recording. two ap- 
pendices, the author treats the “recorded” blues 
background and the blues recordings. There also 
excellent index which will great value any 
student music. 
This book “must” for any one interested the 
history music the United States. Mr. Charters 
scholarly but not burdensome manner has traced 
the origin and the development the country “blues” 
and has created better understanding their spirit. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Painters and Paintings 
Herbert Read, well known teacher and critic 
fine arts, has prepared Concise History Modern 
Painting, which with the cooperation publisher Fred- 


erick Praeger, Inc., has been made into handsome 
and valuable reference book, replete with photographic 
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plates, 100 them full color, satisfying number 
appendices including set notes labelled “text refer- 
ences,” selected bibliography, list the works pre- 
sented and index. The text admirably lean and 
objective. But the reproductions black and white, 
nearly three-fourths the 485 reproduced, serve 
prove that modern painting cannot adequately 
cussed any other terms except color. (Praeger. Nov. 


1959, 376p. $7.50. I). 


George Braziller, Inc., has issued set six mono 
graphs “Great American Artists” which include the 
following: Stuart Davis Goosen, which traces 
this artist’s progress from the grotesque abstractions 
semi-geometric daubs wild color, (128p. $3.95; 
William Kooning Thomas Hess, which 
abstractions are again the major concern and which 
seem emphasize Kooning’s impatience with draw- 
ing, (128p. $3.95; Jackson Pollock Frank 
O’Hara, (125p. $3.95; I), which again emphasizes that 
whatever charm this painter may have achieved his 
dribbling process disappears when viewed only 
and-white Winslow Homer Lloyd Goodrich, 
(127p. $3.95; IIa), which the reproductions confirm 
the reviewer’s opinion that Homer particularly good 
water-colors and not only exceptionally fine 
colorist but shows deep interest people Albert 
Ryder Lloyd Goodrich, (128p. $3.95; IIa), who 
painted with sense mystery that literature would 
called Gothic, and who indubitably prefigured the 
modernists and neo-primitives Thomas Eakins 
Fairfield Porter, (127p. $3.95; far and away the 
best painter the six here studied. Eakins was 
excellent portraitist and figure painter; his interest 
prize-fighting, rowing and sports, generally show 
him skilled the fundamentals drawing and 
composition. All the above are made available 
also paperbound editions, issued Pocket Books 
$1.50 per copy. 


Brief Comment 


Ford, Corey The Day Nothing Happened 
Doubleday. Nov. 5,1959. 59p. $1.50. 

Mr. Ford man who knows when has had too 
much good thing, and has obviously had too 
much those books which have explored succession 
days when something other happened. 
Thursday nothing any moment happened, and the 
uneventfulness documented, illustrated with appro- 
priately inconsequential photographs, and due 
knowledgment has been given all those who assisted 
the painstaking research, including Mr. Peters 
the Information Booth Gand Central Station and 
the compilers the Manhattan Telephone Directory 
for 1958-1959. brief jape, this; but effective and 
pointed enough bring chuckles those who share 
Mr. Ford’s impatience. 


Ramsdell, Charles San Antonio 
Texas Press. Nov. 1959. 308p. $5.00. 


The many thousand young Americans, and older ones 
also, who have been stationed Fort Sam Houston, 


Lackland Kelly Brooks Randolph Air Force 
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Bases have all succumbed the charm and beauty 
San Antonio, testifying its fascination for travelers 
well the pride its residents its peculiar blend 
old and new, Spanish and American. The city 
richly merits this “historical and pictorial guide” which 
will prove captivating reading for the prospective tourist 
and the armchair traveler, and will, likely, informa- 
tive even for San Antonians. One could wish only 
that more the photographs were color. Incidental- 
ly, also, need one reminded that the famous Alamo 
part San Antone? 


Gordon, Isabel and Sophie Sorkin (Editors) 
The Armchair Science Reader 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 27, 1959. 832p. $7.95. (Ila) 


many ways this fresh and intriguing anthology 
short stories excerpts from novels, essays, parts 
plays, poems, case histories, journals, the one unifying 
element being man’s search for ever deeper knowledge 
the world about and within him. The record 
discoveries medicine, astronomy, physics and 
chemistry and the flesh living things, the leap 
imagination into the unknown, the wonders the 
microscope and the challenging macrocosm, the torture 
fear that fact and faith will clash and contradict, 
the dread portent the secret the atom—this and 
more are the substance this collection anyone will 
find rewarding dip into again and again. The galaxy 
great names runs from Aeschylus and the author 
the Book Job through the past and near past the 
present. This might well (if you pardon the ex- 
pression) the thinking man’s gift. 


Frasca, Dom King Crime 
Crown. Nov. 10, 1959. 217p. $3.95. (Ila) 

reporter for the New York Journal-American, Dom 
Frasca, with the active encouragement special events 
editor James Horan, launched series articles 
the nefarious activities Vito Genovese, here accused 
being the kingpin the Mafia hierarchy which sup- 
posedly controls most the underworld activity 
union corruption, narcotics traffic, gambling 
and prostitution. case made against Genovese, 
while damaging enough, not conclusive either the 
matter the Boccia murder the more important 
matter Mafia leadership. Nevertheless, Genovese 
was one the principals who attended the abortive 
Appalachin meeting and was identified his ex-wife 
the Italian lottery, one the variations 
the numbers games, and has been constantly asso- 
with known vice-leaders. And doubtful 
that “the king crime” will sue for libel. 


Thesiger, Wilfred Arabian Sands 
Dutton. Oct. 326p. $5.95. (Ila) 


This superb account adventure and exploration 
one the most terrifying bleak areas the world, 
the “Empty Quarter” the south Arabian desert. Mr. 

esiger, surely one the last the great adventurers, 
crossed this arid expanse four times, lived with and 
admired his Arab guides, with them suffered thirst and 
starvation well moments exaltation and 
days danger not only from the barren wastes but 
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from suspicious and hostile people who lived clustered 
about the infrequent oases. While not likely cap- 
ture wide audience with first printing, this looks like 
one those rare books which will endure and win 
gradually growing number readers. belongs with 
Doughty’s Arabia Deserta, and recommended 
discriminating readers and for library purchase. 


Linkletter, Art The Secret World Kids 
Bernard Geis Associates. Oct. 27, 1959. 287p. $3.50. (1) 


you think this another compilation small-fry 
smart-aleck sayings such as, part, was the author’s 
earlier book Kids Say the Darnedest Things, which was 
also touchingly funny times, you will wide the 
mark. Mr. Linkletter has way with children his 
and radio programs, and also has several off- 
spring his own. What’s more, understanding 
and sympathetic with them and what has written 
here, while spiced with anecdotes that are often 
rib-tickling innocuous, makes excellent good sense. 
His chapters “Crime and Punishment” and “The 
Tempestuous Teens” are particularly sound. can’t 
anything but recommend this parents and 
uncles and aunts and cousins and schoolteachers, even 
kids themselves. 


American Heritage Editors The Pioneer Spirit 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 31, 1959. 400p. 1112”. 
$12.95. 

handsome book this easy-to-scan combination 
pithy text and some superb pictures, 150 full color, 
which sketches the pioneer spirit which first set Euro- 
peans venturing search new frontier, the various 
pioneering spirits that settled and explored and de- 
veloped the shores North America, and the many 
frontiers American history: not only the geographic 
ones the movement westward, but such other fron- 
tires the industrial, political, sociological, educa- 
tional, scientific, the threshold the atomic age. 
The reproductions old engravings, water-colors, 
maps, portraits and sketches are fascinating and won- 
derful have one volume. 


Blum, Daniel Pictorial History Television 
Chilton. Nov. 288p. $9.00: 


Mr. Blum traces the history the briefest pos- 
sible text from the first experimental station W2XBS 
1930 the present, relying mostly photographs 
the various stars and programs tell the story its 
phenomenal rise after World War its position 
the major communicative mass medium the 
The price listed above the pre-Christmas price; after 
Christmas the price will $10.00. The indication is, 
therefore, that this aimed the Christmas-gift mar- 
ket. But libraries may find this valuable record 
this entertainment field. 


Thompson, Kay and Hilary Knight 

Eloise Moscow 
Oct. 30, 1959. $3.75. 
The irrepressible scamp first introduced two years back 
has escaped from the Plaza for trip the Russian 


Simon and Schuster. 
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capital the care her British-born Nana. She skit- 
ters through the Kremlin and the snowy scene with her 
usual aplomb. But somehow other Eloise seems 
much more home and much more herself the 
Plaza. Nevertheless children all ages will enjoy her 
latest adventure. 


Addams, Charles Dear Dead Days 
Putnam. Nov. 126p. $3.95. (Ila) 

This collection the zanily chilling cartoons 
the master the bizarre. Rather collection 
what might pass source material for those cartoons, 
drawings and photographs such things bearded 
women, siamese twins, horrifying early surgical instru- 
ments, the first electric chair, hearses, instruments 
torture, the architectural monstrosities high style 
the last century. careful choosing this gift. 
only for those with streak the ghoul them. 


Kelly, Walt 

Ten Ever-Lovin’ Blue-Eyed Years with Pogo 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 288p. 914” 
$4.95. 
Walt Kelly traces the history his creatures the 
Okefenokee Swamp, from the first successful comic 
strip featuring the gentle Pogo 1949 the present, 
through varying times and conditions which were re- 
flected his masterly drawings and the philosophy 
presented through them. His running comment ex- 


plains the background his cartoons the years 
view many the favorite but almost forgotten strips. 
This could make any gift-receiver happy. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
Isaac 
Diagrams Robert Belmore. 
200p. $2.75. 
From the bewildered initiate like the girl who, con- 
fronted equation, asked “Why are they 
and y?”, the individual who uses logarithmic tables 
without understanding how the values were derived, 
well the oldster who knows nothing new mathe- 
matical concepts and approaches, this enjoyable 
introduction the natural numbers and interesting 
guide through the rationals and the complex number 
fields. The author’s deft blending numbers and the 
history arithmetic, modern mathematicians see 
these, sheds considerable light mathematical terms, 
values and fields. His book should awaken desire 
the part his readers delve further into our 
number systems. friendly, elementary treatment, 
which never goes into the how mathematical pro- 
cedure but contents itself with the why, the book re- 
flects changes taking place the teaching mathe- 
matics. should meet the approval teachers and 
mathematicians general, since there presently 


Realm Numbers 
Houghton. Oct. 16, 1959. 


Best 


great need for such presentation. Particularly com- 
mendable the inclusion, however slight, such 
phases logarithms, the slide rule, infinity, and num- 
ber systems with bases other than ten. 


Sister Coleman, I.H.M., 
Mathematics Department, 
Marywood College 


John St. Joan Arc 
Hanover. 190p. $3.50. 

objective, carefully weighed retelling the well- 
known story the Patron France, which Eng. 
lish author recreates the period and place which she 
lived, corrects few the legends clustered around her 
name, and follows her activities from her 12th birthday 
her execution her 19th year. Over one-fourth 
the book devoted dispassionate examination 
her trial, which slight—very slight—rehabilitation 
the Bishop Beauvais noted. Some interesting 
points emerge: Readers with pictures well-known 
movie actresses mind may disappointed learn 
that none Joan’s associates ever called her beautiful; 
what little know her physical appearance given. 
Proponents the “heavenly theory are 
minded that one Pope Gelasius rejected the entire 
legend connected with “St. Margaret” and that the 
story “St. Catherine” unsupported single 
fact. also made clear that the canonization decree 
never mentioned the voices. Nevertheless, the author 
sees reason why they should not have been 
heavenly origin. The familiar episode which Joan 
said have identified the disguised Dauphin spite 
his attempting palm off another his court 
the royal personage, the author rejects out hand. 
There nice bit fencing the account Joan’s 
conviction heresy, that the author acknowledges 
her have been heretic declaring that her private 
revelations had more authority than the teaching 
the Church, but finds the fact mitigated her 
having been declared free heresy earlier group, 
the.Churchmen Poitiers. Reasonable explanations 
are offered for her desperate signing the infamous 
abjuration, her breaking her word some the 
clauses, her attempted suicide. Best all the 
ters the final one, which occurs analysis her 
sanctity, why beyond political opportunism she was 
canonized all. She declared saint, maintains, 
because her kindness, bravery, loyalty, cheerfulness 
and obedience the will God. The book does not 
seem have been intended primarily for young people, 
but eminently suitable for older adolescents who 
have met the heroine simpler, popular versions 
her life. throws clear light the period which 
she lived and her activities and personality, without 
the least detracting from her greatness. Sources are 
not identified beyond general references the testi- 
mony various individuals her time. Nor there 
index. remains readable, thoughtful, admiring 
account. 


*Best, Herbert The Sea Warriors 
Macmillan. Oct. 176p. $2.75. 


story the Vikings during the period when Chris- 
tianity was just beginning “take” and shortly after 
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Norseman named Biarne had accidentally discovered 
America, Leif the Lucky had refound it, and and 
trader named Thorfinn Karlsefni had made separate 
attempts colonize the friendly land, Norwegian 
youth and his sea warriors seek Vinland the Fruitful 
once again and never return. The plot this story 
the search pattern, whereby teenaged Bjorn and his 
cousin, youthful skald, seek locate the former’s 
older brother and head the house, Halvdan, cap- 
tured treacherous guest the family garth. The 
search takes the youths the royal court King Olaf 
who baptizing force. There they take board 
bishop and the latter’s chaplain, sail still-pagan Ice- 
stop harsh, bleak Greenland. Greenland, 
Bjorn talks with Biarne, first discoverer Vinland and, 
since the barren country has food carry the new- 
comers over the winter, sets out for the new lands 
the west. There finds his arrogant elder brother and 
repaid for his search Halvdan‘s seizing the long 
ship and all his family thralls, leaving Bjorn and the 
warriors who had joined him during the journey live 
die fate might decree. The book outstanding 
several respects. The beliefs, practices, social struc- 
ture, mode life the Norsemen are 
cleverly suggested and woven into the plot itself, with- 
out being burdensome repelling spite hasty 
mention cannibalism one instance. The Viking 
character, loyal, superstitious, quarrelsome and adven- 
turous, consistently portrayed. Most skillful touch 
all the boyish uncertainty Bjorn, leader inheri- 
tance and necessity, but quick let his inexperience 
guided his wiser skald cousin. customary 
this author’s books, the craftsmanship high order. 


Boesch, Mark 
John Colter, Man Who Found Yellowstone 
Putnam. Aug. 28,1959. 189p. $3.00. 


From his signing private the Lewis and 
Clark exploratory expedition 1803, his death 
Missouri farmer 1813, this account 
mountain man and fur trapper seems cover what 
known his life. bibliography cited, but least 
the major events the decade agree with the report 
the Dictionary American Biography. (One the 
most spectacular incidents the book—a six-mile race, 
and unshod, with Blackfoot team intent 
upon his death, followed hungry two-weeks’ jour- 


ney back white company—is not mentioned the 


DAB.) What get here straightforward, un- 
dramatized account, leavened little free conversa- 
tion, good hunter and woodsman great endur- 
ance and resourcefulness who, after his trick with the 
surveyors was finished, worked for fur traders. Com- 
missioned one these, the Spaniard Manual Lisa, 
make contact with the Crow Indians, Colter under- 
took 500-mile trip midwinter and stumbled the 
section now call Yellowstone Park. his return 
found his report the wonders had seen branded 
imaginary his fellow trappers. Much later, when 
Colter was farming, his old captain, William Clark, 
made map the region and included Colter’s route 
the map, sketching details about the country 
Colter had described them. The description the 
and Clark expedition, the wilderness and 
the Indians the region graphic, and that the 
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principal character realistic, though the telling his 
story never suspenseful. 


Cavanna, Betty The Scarlet Sail 


Morrow. Oct. 256p. $2.95. 

The theme not particularly new: the resentment 
15-year-old girl when her mother marries again and her 
home shifts from familiar unfamiliar scene. 
But the character Andrea Pierce nicely handled. 
Her feeling being shut out her mother’s life and 
her uncertainty the kind person she becom- 
ing are convincingly suggested without being etched 
deeply. The summer she expected turns 
out rewarding its regained family unity, new friends 
and new recreations, thanks the sailboat with the 
sissy scarlet sail which she receives her birthday. 
Mike, island boy with ambitions going 
Harvard, deep admiration for her step-father, and 
no-nonsense sailing instructions for Andrea, who helps 
most. Pleasant, easy read and enjoyable for younger 
girls. 


Clyde Men, Planets and Stars 
Eva Cellini. Putnam. Sept. 30, 1959. 160p. 
The author the adult work, Exploring the Distant 
Stars, writes for the junior high age introduction 
astronomy which rapidly surveys ancient Babylonian 
and Greek findings, outlines the contributions Kepler 
and Copernicus, describes the time-keeping systems 
certain civilizations, and the discoveries that have been 
made since William Herschel found Uranus 
home-made telescope. Most this has been said many 
times before. But later chapters probing the question 
whether there life know planets other 
than earth, Lord Cavendish’s determination the 
earth’s mass, the discovery and nature stars and 
galaxies outside our solar system, and the contradictory 
theories held whether the universe expanding 
contracting, are less frequently encountered young 
people’s books. However, whether the opinions, facts 
and principles found herein are old new the 
young reader, will enjoy the clear, stimulating sum- 
mary, the simplicity the presentation, and the chal- 
lenge the imagination which the author’s words con- 
(Typical his provocative statements the 
question asked any reader who finds the idea 
limitless space difficult accept—if there wall 
around finite universe, what lies outside?) Easy 
enough for the interested pupil junior high, informa- 
tive enough for the initiate senior high. 


Harrod, Kathryn 
Man Courage: The Story Dr. Edward 
Trudeau 
Messner. Sept. 14, 1959. 192p. $2.95. (Biographies 
Famous Doctors) 
Perhaps the life the great American founder 
tuberculosis sanitaria would have more significance for 
young readers today treatment this disease had not 
changed radically since Trudeau’s time. Neverthe- 
less, the account his life has interest its picture 
the slow steps the history the treatment this 
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disease, its disclosure the limited state medical 
knowledge and training the turn the century, 
its appreciation the selfless courage otherwise 
happily-circumstanced young man whose ancestors, 
brother, child and himself became its victims. Al- 
though Eddie Trudeau’s father and grandfather were 
physicians, seemed content aimless playboy 
until his only brother died phthisis. Turning then 
medicine, had barely finished the superficial in- 
struction the period—and married—before be- 
came ill. None the accepted treatments, (unventi- 
lated rooms, hearty exercise, creosote, cough medicine, 
warm climate), helped him. Rest, good food and the 
cold fresh air the Adirondacks did. Recognizing that 
early treatment would least arrest the disease, and 
conscious the pitiful state the crowded, ill-fed 
poor who easily succumbed, undertook the building 
cottages Saranac Lake where for the munificent 
charge three dollars week such individuals could 
housed, fed, rested, treated, and sometimes clothed. 
Funds for building and maintaining the establishment 
came from campaign personally sought contribu- 
tions. Eventually, world-wide honors came the 
founder, before his death 1915. His sanitarium 
continued grow until closed 1955, after new 
discoveries biochemistry made unnecessary. The 
research laboratory which Trudeau, completely un- 
trained research methods, set remains, its staff 
still endeavoring discover the vaccine Trudeau hoped 


investigation, and yet the essential facts are well in- 
tegrated, the exposition judiciously interspersed with 
dialogue, and the personality the man vivid. Any 
youthful reader contemplating medical career, any 
one encouraged the fruitful life young man con- 
demned death 26, will respond its story. There 
bibliography and index. 


*Johnson, Gerald America Born 
Illustrated Leonard Everett Fisher. Morrow. Sept. 16, 


1959. 254p. $3.95. 

overview American history which stretches 
from the fall Constantinople the Philadelphia 
convention 1787, the author attempts explain the 
conditions and events which make American dif- 
ferent from other nationals. Emphasizing the fact that 
our country continually changing, nevertheless 
identifies three concepts which calls typically Ameri- 
can: local management local affairs, economic mo- 
bility, and representative government. For the rest, the 
chronology stops over major political and military 
events, including interesting sidelights and interpreta- 
tions not often found school texts. Thus get 
account the rise power the second-rate nation, 
England, and the decline the dominant powers, 
Spain and France; the motives which prompted the 
settlement the various colonies; the reasons why 
the United States today English-speaking nation; 
the quarrelsome uncertainty which the colonies 
found themselves after the Treaty Paris. Apprecia- 
tion non-English cultures and nations equably ex- 
pressed, particularly Spain’s contribution America. 
Interesting, too, the account the founding Mary- 
land, where the author maintains religious freedom was 
granted for political reasons, though fails men- 


find. The book shows evidence careful, thorough 


Best SELLERs 
tion that when the non-Catholic element become the 
majority that freedom was temporarily suspended, 
There good analysis Elizabeth I’s and George 192P- 
Washington’s greatness, and timely corrections such 
legends Paul Revere’s ride and the Battle Bunker 
related easy, conversational prose, en- thor 
livened anecdotes and dramatically illustrated 
Leonard Fisher’s black-and-white drawings. This 
excellent material for grades six eight, and should 
enlighten many high school reader well. 

Jones, Dorothy Holder 
The Wonderful World Outside 
Winner the Seventeenth Summer Literary Contest, 
this the story the oldest girl (16 years) the 
Hampton Charity Home. With another inmate, Eddie 
DeMarco (17 years) she attends Hampton High, but 
unlike Eddie who seems content with his role big 
brother the younger children and plans become 
athletic coach, Vicky yearns for dates, for family, for 
the world outside. understanding social worker 
helps her achieve the first two these, and Vicky 
finds them wonderfully satisfying. But when comes 
consenting the adoption, the girl finds the pull 
the smaller children the Home too great, the world 
outside ourselves more important than the world out The 
side the Home. The first part the book good, the 
its depiction orphanage, the heartbreak which Novem 
waiting for adoption can entail, and the shibboleth Apache 
which the word “adjust” becomes the children. Dis 
arming, too, Vicky’s collection data for theme 
that must written the factor which contributes 
most happiness. But the writing gets little slick book. 
Vicky’e own adjustment becomes complete and her 
identification happiness changes from herself 
others. wholesome story, nevertheless, and one 
which may prompt some “adjustment” the part 
young girl readers. 
aid 
evolve 
Marie del Rey, Sister Dust Toes 
Scribners. Oct. 12,1959. 191p. $3.50. earth 
medley short stories, anecdotes and informal with 
essays, all dealing with experiences Maryknoll Sisters. 
Their settings are the Philippines during World War 
China under Communist terror, the United States and 
South America. They range from impressive heroism details 
through poignancy the ridiculous. One the When 
tion-and-answer trial Sister accused killing babies 
Chinese hospital. Another the pathetic tale 
fabulous American newspaperwoman, dying Manial 
75, penniless, roofless and alone except for the devo 
tion native servant and the generosity the Reinfel 
Still another concerns French-Indian leper Bolivia, 
befriended the Sisters and adopted another leper. 
There light-hearted foray into the pitfalls that Crowell. 
await the newcomer using foreign language. Prob Ina 
ably the book will greatest interest other Mary 
knoll members, but the preliminary and terminal essays Quincy 
entitled “One Hundred Rocking Chairs” and “Convent William 
Life These United States,” respectively, will Justice 
joyed other communities well. for the rest, short 
all girls whom the name Maryknoll magic will the occ. 
react positively the selfless service they reveal. majority 
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Wild Pony Island 


Meader, Stephen Warren 
Harcourt. Sept. 23, 1959. 


Charles Beck. 
192p. 


buoyant story about Ocracoke Island, one the 
Outer Banks off the coast North Carolina, the au- 
thor re-establishes 14-year-old Brooklyn boy who was 
headed for trouble the dingy, crowded city his 
birth. The friendliness the islanders, the boy’s 
awakening interest local ‘birds, the direction 
teachers and Scout Master, and above all his joy the 
wild ponies loose the hills re-orient him normal, 
happy existence. Budding evidence ability write 
indicates future career. The account island wild 
life, its history, lashing hurricane, the finest part 
the book, pleasant though its plot is. the adult, 
the boy’s rapid and easy fitting into unfamiliar en- 
vironment seems overly smooth and sure; one two 
false moves his part would have made the plot more 
believable. the junior high reader, however, this 
complaint would seem captious. 


Norton, Alice Mary 
Galactic Derelict; Andre Norton (pseud.) 
World. 224p. $3.00. 


The two-man team who appeared Bronze Age traders 
the well-received The Time Traders, (Best Sellers, 
November 15, 1958), are joined college-bred 
Apache Indian another space-time search. Sent 
back into Folsom man’s era 10,000-15,000 years ago, 
they again accidentally set off mysterious galactic 
ship, made the same superior engineers the earlier 
book. This time, together with mechanic they are 
carried off into space, set down various planets, (on 
one which robots refuel the ship), encounter beings 
different stages evolution, some progressive others 
find remnants the ancient advanced 
civilization which had made the ship, and thanks 
aid from lavender, winged creatures which were 
“evolved” pets the former masters and are now sub- 
humans, make their way back “the good brown 
home.” More fantastic than the earlier book, 
with fewer contacts with the accepted facts science 
and history, this proportionately less acceptable, 
breathless though the action and likable the main char- 
acters. long the scene that Folsom man, the 
details remain within the realm plausibility, but 
when reaches the bug-eyed monster plane the book 
loses contact with reality. 


Reinfeld, Fred 
The Great Dissenters, Guardians Their 
Country’s Laws and Liberties 

Oct. 180p. $2.75. 


Ina factual, readable but not lively volume, the author 
the careers six famous Americans: John 
Quincy Adams, Horace Mann, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
William Lloyd Garrison, Henry David Thoreau and 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Though there 
short biographical sketch each, his concern with 
the occasions which these nonconformists defied 
majority and act, and with the basic principles 


Crowell. 
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which forced these disagreements. Thus John Quincy 
Adams remembered, the author thinks, because 
resolutely fought for the good the whole country 
rather than for person, party, region class, fact 
which put him far ahead his time. Horace Mann 
the author admires for his stand and advancement 
free, universal public education; Emerson for his 
teaching that each generation must hew out its own 
achievements instead resting the past, each in- 
dividual must think out his decisions for himself in- 
stead accepting the dicta others. Garrison was, 
course, the leader the anti-slavery crusade; Thor- 
eau and civil disobedience where civil liberties were 
endangered; Holmes, the proponent changing laws 
fit the “felt necessities the time.” bibliography 
adult, but popular titles, plus index, round out 
the volume. The book probably will not chosen for 
recreational reading, but for social studies classes 
should helpful and welcome. Aside from the moral 
implications individual’s acting accordance 
with his conscience, the author makes clear that social 
improvements occur only when courageous leader has 
the stamina continue fighting for the unpopular 
necessary change. 


Rich, Louise Dickinson Mindy 
Lippincott. 188p. $3.00. 


Mindy’s real name was Mindanao, had been her 
many-times-great-grandmother who was born that 
Philippine island. Caspar, neighbor boy the tiny 
Maine lobstering village which they lived, named 
his boat for her, indication all and sundry his 
intentions toward her. But all through their senior 
year high school Mindy wavered between marriage 
and college, course advised one her teachers. 
serious accident her father which left him lame, 
savage hurricane which prevented the harbor’s aged 
and only doctor from making his rounds, caused her 
decide become doctor. Characters are well- 
rounded and individual, the activities the inde- 
pendent little village nicely woven into the story, the 
picture the hard but self-respecting life the fisher- 
man realistically worked out, and the central theme 
unobtrusively introduced. will appreciate the 
author’s leaving the romance between Mindy and Cas- 
par open, well respect the girl’s election 
service career. 


Yates, Raymond The Young Inventors’ Guide 
Harper. Sept. 30,1959. 104p., photogs. $2.50. 


There are probably some aspects the problem in- 
venting, patenting, and selling one’s inventions which 
are not covered this small book, but these are not 
apparent the lay reader. After calling attention 
many famous inventions made young people and 
describing Thomas Edison’s approach his discoveries, 
the author offers sound advice how follow 
through problem, how select practical prob- 
lem the first place, how obtain patent and how 
finance and sell invention. Finally, there 
short list items the world waiting for, (“‘an erasing 
key typewriter,” for example), which serves both 
prod the imagination and application the 
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points the author has earlier made. Though the reading, regardless aspirations invent. One 
ject whole may have limited interest, some the that thinking through problem whole, 
sections, viz., what patentable and what the cor- may applied many situations. Easy reading and 
rect procedure applying for such rights, make good 
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